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Newsletter for May 2018 
RSVP for 5/15 Branch Meeting 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=h9o54mhab&oeidk=a07eejcapamc4a9333d 
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May Branch Meeting 
By:  Travis Isaacson, P.E. 

Topic  
“Asset Management of Stormwater Infrastructure” 
City of Austin Watershed Protection Department 

 
Speaker Bios 

Morgan Byars has more than 24 years professional experience in water resources engineering with Master’s 
and Bachelor’s degrees in civil engineering from the University of Colorado and Auburn University, 
respectively.  Having worked in both the private and public sectors, he has developed strengths in design, 
construction, modelling, project management (CIP /in-house), program development and technical 
proficiency in many aspects in stormwater management.   
 
His experience with the City has included a progressive career from 
design engineer, team lead, section manager of the Stream 
Restoration and Stormwater Treatment Section and most recently a 
managing engineer with the Value Engineering section of the 
Watershed Protection Department (WPD).  Morgan has direct 
experience designing more than 40 in-house rehabilitation projects 
as well as numerous CIP projects as both the engineer of record and 
project sponsor.  Demonstrated programmatic accomplishments 
have included leadership for WPD’s asset management program and 
the in-house project delivery program.  In addition to not only being 
a leader within the City of Austin, he maintains recognition as a 
national content expert on stream restoration and erosion control 
as evidenced by invitations to speak at regional conferences and 
author in industry journals.   

 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=h9o54mhab&oeidk=a07eejcapamc4a9333d
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Annabell Ulary joined the City of Austin as an intern in 2012 in the Watershed 
Protection Department to assist in creating and updating the City’s storm drain 
models.  After completing her MSCE she joined WPD full time and began working on 
a number of flood risk reduction projects.  In 2016, Annabell joined WPD’s Asset 
Management Team and lead the effort in developing a process to rate the criticality 
of the WPD’s stormwater control features. She has a BS in civil engineering from 
Texas Tech University and a MS in civil engineering from Missouri S&T. 
 

MEETING INFO
Cost if Pre-registered by 5/11 at Noon: 
• $30 - Member / Non-Member 
• $20 – Gov’t / Life Members / Retirees 
• $15 – Students    

Cost if Not Pre-registered or Walkup: 
• $40 - Member / Non-Member 
• $30 – Gov’t / Life Members / Retirees 
• $25 – Students 

  
Meeting Information:       
• Date and Time:  May 15th from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm 
• Location:  Phillips Event Center, 8140 Exchange Drive, Austin, Texas 78754 

• RSVP: http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=h9o54mhab&oeidk=a07eejcapamc4a9333d 
 
NOTE: Effective September 1, 2018, Non-Members who RSVP by noon on the Friday preceding the Branch 
Meeting will be charged $35. Non-Members who register after the noon cutoff will be charged $45. 

https://www.asce.org/renew 
 

May Branch Meeting Sponsor 
By:  Tyler Dube, P.E. 

 
 
 
 
 
Conveyance Civil Engineering is a full-service firm located in central Texas. We specialize in providing design, 
assessment, and management consulting services for public land development projects ranging from parks and 
schools to state facilities, as well as with architecture firms to balance design with appropriate solutions. 
 
Conveyance is owned and led by Nicole Francois, PE, CFM, LEED AP. A native to Texas, Nicole graduated from 
the University of Texas at Austin with a degree in civil engineering and received her Master’s in Business 
Administration from Texas State University. Nicole is a proven leader at CONVEYANCE and remains active in her 
community and among the engineering community. She has been awarded the Young Engineer of the Year 
Award by the Texas Society of Professional Engineers. 
 
Conveyance is backed by a team of local engineers who share Nicole’s passion and commitment to improving 
the quality of life for everyone in the community by renewing infrastructure through quality civil engineering 
designs, plans, reviews and assessments. 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=h9o54mhab&oeidk=a07eejcapamc4a9333d
https://www.asce.org/renew
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President’s Message 
By:  Glenn Goldstein, P.E. 

 
Did you know that a grade of ‘D’ is considered top-of-the-line 
brilliant? 
 
That may be true in the diamond business, but in academics, 
while technically passing, it's a sort of we-don't-really-mean-it 
pass. In 2017, ASCE published its latest version of the 
Infrastructure Report Card assigning letter grades to 16 
categories of infrastructure across the country. Our nation’s 
grade remains at a ‘D+’, the same grade the United States 
received in 2013. 
 
As stewards of our nation’s infrastructure, ASCE plays a key 
role in elevating infrastructure as a critical issue impacting our 
economy, security, and quality of life. National Infrastructure 
Week is May 14-21 and throughout the week, ASCE will be 
participating with partner organizations to speak with 
policymakers at all levels of government. We as civil engineers understand what needs to be done but we need 
the means to do it. We need a long-term sustainable funding plan that includes investments at the federal, state 
and local levels, along with the private sector. 
 
The Infrastructure Report Card provides an opportunity to engage and educate the public and policymakers of 
the need to invest and modernize America’s infrastructure systems. The ASCE Texas Section has set a goal to 
distribute the 2017 Report Card for Texas’ Infrastructure to all 181 Texas legislators during Infrastructure Week. 
Go to www.InfrastructureReportCard.org for a copy of the national and state report cards. 
 
So what can you do to help? Be a voice and help spread the word in your communities. If you would like to 
participate in the report card outreach during Infrastructure Week, please contact me at 
glenn.goldstein@rsandh.com, reach out to any officer, or email GovernmentAffairs@TexASCE.org. 
 
Thank you for everything you do to support ASCE! 
 
Glenn 
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EWRI News & Events  
By:  Cindy Engelhardt, P.E., CFM 

 

The EWRI Austin Chapter will be holding its 13th annual continuing education workshop on Friday, June 15th at 
the UT Austin Commons Learning Center, located on the J.J. Pickle Research Campus. This year’s theme is The 
Confluence of Water Resources Disciplines, and the event will focus on multi-discipline design for water 
resources projects. Presentations will be given by local and national landscape architects, ecologists, civil 
engineers, and other scientists as shown in the flyer below. Topics will range from aquifer protection and LID 
design, to the latest research in the water resources field. We encourage all water resources professionals to 
attend so we can use this opportunity to learn from each other’s disciplines and continue to collaborate. For 
more information, visit our page at https://www.austinasce.org/ewri/. 
 
If you are interested in helping sponsor the event, please contact Lee Sherman (Lee.Sherman@austintexas.gov). 
If you would like to get involved on the planning committee, please contact Kim Patak (kkp@freese.com). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 2018 Student Scholarships 

The EWRI Austin Chapter is currently reviewing applications for Spring 2018 Student Scholarships! The chapter 
will award four scholarships ranging from $500 to $1,500 each. Award winners will be announced this summer. 

https://www.austinasce.org/ewri/
mailto:Lee.Sherman@austintexas.gov
mailto:kkp@freese.com
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YMF News & Updates 
By:  Marita Moya, EIT & Coby Gee, P.E. 

 
YMF Announcements & Updates! 

ASCE Younger Member Forum (YMF) welcomes and encourages young engineers to become actively 
involved. For those of you who are unfamiliar with the purpose of YMF, the group’s goal is to direct ASCE's 
mission towards engineers age 35 and under. YMF Austin offers opportunities to network with peers, learn 
more about the profession, provide leadership experience and encourage the full professional development 
of Younger Members (YMs). If you are interested in learning more about ASCE YMF Austin, please contact 
our president Coby Gee at coby.gee@freese.com 

  
Austin ASCE YMF Golf Tournament Was a Success! 

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the Spring 2018 
Golf Tournament! The tournament was a huge success! We 
were able to raise money to support Sammy’s House and the 
local ASCE student chapter. Thank you to our Golf 
Tournament Committee Chair, Ryan Chapin and a special 
thank you to his committee members: 
 

• Clayton McNeal (AECOM) 

• Katie McNeal (Freese & Nichols) 

• Eric Busker (Michael Baker) 

• Amy Bennett (Vickrey) 

• Kirollos Malaty (Halff) 

Looking to get Involved?? 
We are currently looking for people to be a part of the board this following year! Please let us know if you or 
someone you know would be interested in being a part of the YMF. Our next board meeting is on May 21, 
2018. Please contact Coby Gee for additional information at coby.gee@freese.com. If you were interested in 
a position on the board reach out to our current Board and Committee Chair members! They would love to 
share their experience about YMF!  

 
Like Us on Facebook! 

Friend us in order to interact with other young engineers, be kept up to date on current civil engineering 
issues and be notified of future YMF events. Find us on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ASCE.YMF.ATX/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:coby.gee@freese.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Learning%20more%20about%20YMF
mailto:coby.gee@freese.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Learning%20more%20about%20YMF
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/1XxNC0R2kOTEGmwU8WUG6?domain=austinasce.us7.list-manage.com
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SEI News & Events  
By:  Eric Sammarco, Ph.D., P.E. 

 
Greetings from the SEI Austin Chapter! Thanks to all who joined us last month at the Alamo Drafthouse for the 
4th annual Structural Engineering Talks (SET) event. It was a pleasure co-hosting the event with SEAoT, TxDOT, 
and the University of Texas at Austin. SET2018 was an awesome evening full of lively and interesting discussions, 
food & drink, and great people.  Also, a sincere thank-you goes out to all of our SET sponsors this year; without 
your generous contribution and support, there would be no SET event.  
 
This month, we’re excited to be hosting TxDOT for our May Professional Meeting. We hope you can join us on 
Wednesday, May 30th at the Ferguson Structural Engineering Laboratory (FSEL), where we’ll be hearing from 
Ms. Victoria McCammon from TxDOT on designing for vehicular collision forces. Lunch will be provided, and as 
always the event promises to be educational and interactive. Seating is limited, so please RSVP at our website 
(https://www.austinasce.org/sei/) as soon as possible. Meeting details are provided below:  
 
May Professional Meeting Details:  
Topic:  Designing for Vehicular Collision Forces 

Presenter: Victoria McCammon, PE; TxDOT, Bridge Division 

Location: Ferguson Structural Engineering Laboratory at the University of Texas at Austin’s J. J. Pickle 
Research Center (Bldg. FS1 on Pickle Research Campus).  A map of the Pickle Research Campus 
can be found at http://www.utexas.edu/maps/prc/. 

Date:  Wednesday, May 30th, 2018 

Time:  11:30am to 1:00pm     

Presenter Bio.:   
Victoria McCammon began her career at TxDOT in the Bridge Division in 2005 
as an engineering assistant in the Bridge Design Section where she has 
worked for the last 13 years, except for a 16-month period she took off to 
get her Master’s degree.  She has been the lead design engineer on multiple 
complex bridge design projects.  Her career has included designing bridges 
and sign supports and widening, re-decking, raising, and repairing existing 
bridges.  Victoria was instrumental in implementing LRFD design in Bridge 
division design policy. 
 
Victoria received a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Texas at Austin in 
2005 and a Master of Science in Engineering degree from the University of Texas at Austin in 2015.  She 
received her professional engineering license in Civil Engineering in 2009. 

 
As always, you can stay plugged into the SEI Austin Chapter via our website (https://www.austinasce.org/sei/), 
where you’ll find the latest and greatest on upcoming events and chapter leadership.  We always welcome your 
thoughts on future technical and other special events.  If there’s something you’d like to do then we’d like to 
hear about it. Please drop us a line at sei.austin.tx@gmail.com. 
 

https://www.austinasce.org/sei/
http://www.utexas.edu/maps/prc/
https://www.austinasce.org/sei/
mailto:sei.austin.tx@gmail.com
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Texas Section Update 
By:  David Matocha, BSCE 

 
1. CECON is Coming! 
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2. TexASCE Awards & Honors Nominations due June 1st, to be presented at CECON 2018 this September. 
  

3.  TexASCE Government Affairs Committee needs help to distribute the 2017 Report Card for Texas’ 
Infrastructure during Infrastructure Week (May 14th – 21st). Email GovernmentAffairs@TexASCE.org to 
learn more. 
  

4.  Work with Practitioner Advisors and Branch members to increase ASCE’s student to professional 
member transition rate. Ask students to become professional members and invite them to join a Branch 
committee before they graduate. Membership dues the year of baccalaureate graduation and first year 
afterwards are $50.00. This video helps explain the value of membership after college.  
  

5.  TexASCE needs help identifying advertisers for the Texas Civil Engineer (TCE) magazine, our quarterly 
publication. Send suggestions to share@TexASCE.org  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Every child should Dream Big. Donate $5.00 to send a Dream Big Educational Toolkit to the school of 

your choice and save the date to watch the film on Netflix starting July 1st.   

http://www.texasce.org/?page=Awards
http://www.texascecon.org/
http://www.texasce.org/IRC
http://www.texasce.org/IRC
http://infrastructureweek.org/
mailto:GovernmentAffairs@TexASCE.org
http://www.asce.org/uploadedFiles/Membership_and_Communities/Join_ASCE/Membership_Types/membership-dues-proration-current.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rXm8U36TWI
http://www.texasce.org/link.asp?e=loleary@texasce.org&job=3287440&ymlink=221206985&finalurl=https%3A%2F%2Findd%2Eadobe%2Ecom%2Fview%2F42c068e9%2D15dc%2D4b37%2D8c46%2Da8212a3904e4
mailto:share@TexASCE.org?subject=Possible%20TCE%20Advertisers%20to%20Connect%20With
https://www.engineersdreambig.org/
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Vision Zero Summit 
By:  Glenn Goldstein, P.E., PMP 
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Corporate Sponsorship 
By:  Tyler Dube, P.E. 

 
The ASCE Austin Branch is seeking corporate sponsorships for the 2018 calendar year. We are offering a Branch 
Annual Sponsorship for $300, a Single Meeting Sponsorship for $300, a Special Event Sponsorship for $300, or 
all three for the low, low, rate of $800! Your generous support will allow us to continue to serve the engineering 
community of Central Texas and provide for a multitude of our programs and outreach initiatives. Please 
contact Tyler Dube at (512) 454-8711 or tdube@pape-dawson.com, or click on the following link 
https://www.austinasce.org/sponsors/. 

 
 

Calendar of Events 
By:  Various 

 

• May 14th to 21st – ASCE Infrastructure Week 

• May 15th, 2018 – Branch Meeting @ Phillips Event Center 

• May 30th, 2018 – SEI Professional Meeting @ Ferguson Structural Lab (J.J. Pickle Campus) 

• June 15th, 2018 – EWRI Continuing Education Event @ Commons Learning Center (J.J. Pickle Campus) 

• June 15th, 2018 – Vision Zero Summit @ San Antonio Convention Center 

• June 19th, 2018 – Branch Meeting @ Phillips Event Center 

• Sept 19th to 21st, 2018 – CECON @ San Marcos Conference Center 

 
Link to Calendar: https://www.austinasce.org/calendar/ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tdube@pape-dawson.com
https://www.austinasce.org/sponsors/
https://www.austinasce.org/calendar/
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List of Branch Sponsors 
By: Tyler Dube, P.E.   


