
 
 

 

BRANCH MEETING – March 10, 2020 
 

Structural Engineering Institute 
Eric Sammarco, PhD, PE 

 

A Two-for-One Special: Highway 
Bridge Security and its Role in 

Enhancing Resiliency 

 

ASCE 2019-2020 Board of Directors 
 

President – Travis Isaacson, PE, The Rios Group 

President-Elect – Bradley East, PE, DeSimone Consulting Engineers 

VP of Programs – Sam Shorter, PE, Miller Gray 

Communications Director – Paul Hahn, PE, Aguirre & Fields 

Secretary – Roxanne Cook, PE, CFM, City of Austin 

Treasurer – Kat Lauer, EIT, Sunland Group 

Treasurer-Elect – Tyler Dube, PE, Pape-Dawson Engineers 

Texas Section Director – Genest Landry, PE, City of Austin 

Younger Member Director – Leanne Cantalupo, EIT, Garver 

Past President – Kacey Paul, PE, CFM, City of Marble Falls 



 SPEAKER 

 
 Eric Sammarco, PhD, PE 

Principal, Protection Engineering Consultants 
President-Elect, Austin Branch, Structural Engineering Institute 
 

Dr. Eric Sammarco is a Professional Engineer with twelve (12) years 
of structural engineering research and design experience. He 
currently serves as PEC’s Advanced Technology + Research (AT+R) 
Team Leader and manages/supports projects and research efforts 
focused on mitigating risk to people, systems and mission-critical 
infrastructure from natural and man-made hazards, extreme accident 
scenarios, and hostile attacks. Eric’s technical interests include 
assessment and design for blast, shock, and impact effects, 
application of advanced multi-physics modeling and simulation 
techniques, and application of performance-based analysis and 
design methodologies for natural and man-made hazards. 
 
Eric has been heavily engaged in transportation infrastructure safety 
and security; key efforts have included primary authorship of the 
Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Bridge Security Design 
Manual, chief developer of the Anti-Terrorism Planner for Bridges 
(ATP-Bridge) software for the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), development of cable armoring technology for long-span 
bridges, and Principal Investigator of an applied research program 
with the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) aimed at enhancing 
rail passenger survivability during a derailment event through resilient 
wayside structure designs. 

Eric is President-Elect for the SEI 
Austin, TX branch. He also serves on 
the ASCE Bridge & Tunnel Security, 
Blast, Shock, and Impact, and 
Dynamic Analysis of Nuclear 
Structures technical committees. Eric 
holds B.S. and M.S. degrees in Civil 
Engineering from the University of 
Kansas and a Ph.D. in Civil 
Engineering from the University of 
Texas at Austin. 

MEETING SPONSOR 

 

Aguirre & Fields exists to provide our communities with 
leaders who have grit and character, leveraging the 
innovations of today to build a sustainable tomorrow.  
We aspire to be entrusted by our communities to provide 
infrastructure solutions, protect quality of life, and enable 
prosperity and growth. 
   
We are united by a passion to serve those communities 
where we live and work, and a determination to see 
those communities grow and flourish.  We are 
engineering innovators. We are forward thinking and 
never stop pushing the boundaries of what’s possible.  
We can be trusted to put the benefit and long-term 
impact of our communities first.  
 
With over 20 years of experience and a staff of 130 
employees, we are proud to be engineering innovators 
entrusted by communities across Texas and Oklahoma 
to create and implement solutions that make life better 
for everyday citizens. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT CONTACTS 
• YMF Events – Leanne Cantalupo: ljcantalupo@garverusa.com 

• EWRI – Sunit Deo: sunit.deo@hdrinc.com 

• SEI – Scott Wallace: scott.wallace@jacobs.com 

• ASCE TX Section – Genest Landry: genest.landry@austintexas.gov 

• Corp. Sponsorship – Augustine Verrengia: augustine.verrengia@stantec.com 

• Getting Involved with ASCE – Travis Isaacson: tisaacson@rios-group.com 

 
Next Meeting – April 21, 2020 @ Phillips Event Center 
This document is for your records that you attended this meeting. The Texas Board of 
Professional Engineers & Land Surveyors (TBPELS) does not pre-qualify courses or 
presentations for Professional Development Hours (PDH). Please refer to the TBPELS 
rules to determine the adequacy of this presentation and requirements for keeping your 
records. 
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