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ASCE Austin Branch Newsletter 
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President’s Message 
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Museum) 

 
UT ASCE Student Chapter and CAEE 
Mentor Updates 
 
YMF, SEI, & EWRI News 
 
Government Affairs Committee Update 

 
Social Media 
 
New Branch Leadership Contact 
Information 
 

Next Branch Meeting 
 
May 21, 2019 11:30a-1:00p 

 

Topic: Providing Water Sector Services 
to an Opinionated Community: 

Engineering with Public Perceptions in 
Mind   
 
Presenter: Dr. Kasey Faust (UT Austin) 
 
RSVP online by 5/17/19 at noon 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

President’s Message   by Kacey Paul, P.E., CFM 

 

One of the best parts about May 
is that we get to welcome in our 

newest class of Civil Engineers.  I 
would like to start this month off 
by congratulating all of the recent 
college graduates as well as the 

newest group of Professional 
Engineers.   
 
We currently have the unique 
privilege of having 5 generations 
in the workplace.  For those of 
you looking for a few pointers on 

best practices, as well as a variety 
of technical topics, check out the ASCE Continuing Education page at 
https://www.asce.org/continuing-education/ for live and on-demand trainings.  
Each membership includes up to 10 free PDH’s.  

 
Our May luncheon will be hosted by Environmental and Water Resources Institute 
(EWRI).  EWRI is ASCE’s technical source for environmental and water-related 

issues.  Please join us on May 21 to learn more about EWRI and Providing Water 
Sector Services to an Opinionated Community by Dr. Kasey Faust. 
 
May is also the start of planning for the coming year!  The Nominating Committee 
for ASCE Austin Branch is putting together our slate of officers for the June election 
and we will be holding elections for the following board positions this year:  

 
• VP Programs 
• Secretary 
• Treasurer-Elect 
• Communications Director 
• Younger Member Director 

 

We also have a number of Committee Chair positions open.  If you are interesting 
in running for one of the open positions or hearing more about the Committee Chair 
positions we have open, please reach out to Glenn Goldstein 
(pastpresident@austinasce.org) and/or me (president@austinasce.org) to get more 

information.  
 

We hope to see you at one of our upcoming events.  Please follow up on Facebook, 
Linked In and Instagram for event recaps, upcoming events, relevant news, and 
updates.   
 
Thank you for everything you do to support ASCE! 
 
Kacey 

 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efqjm4j04570bdc9&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.asce.org/continuing-education/
https://www.facebook.com/ASCEAustinBranch/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/asce-austin-branch/
https://www.instagram.com/asceaustin/
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Speaker Bio 
 

Dr. Kasey Faust 
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Civil, 
Architectural, and Environmental 

Engineering 
 
The University of Texas at Austin 
 

 

Dr. Kasey Faust is an Assistant 
Professor in Construction Engineering 
and Project Management in the 
Department of Civil, Architectural and 

Environmental Engineering at the 
University of Texas at Austin (2015-
present). Her research on 

sociotechnical systems—primarily 
water sector infrastructure—aims to 
improve service to communities.  
 
Dr. Faust’s work spans the project 
phase during construction through the 
operations phase, exploring human-

infrastructure interactions, 
infrastructure interdependencies, and 
the institutional environment. Current 
studies within her research group 
include human-water sector 

infrastructure interdependencies in 

cities experiencing urban decline; 
disaster migration and the resilience of 
the built environment; sociotechnical 
modeling of infrastructure systems 
including gentrification and food 
deserts; the impact of policies and 
regulations on the built environment; 

understanding the impact of 
institutional elements on projects; and 
modeling of public perceptions. 

 
 

May Branch Meeting by Bradley L. East, M.S., P.E. 

 
The May Branch meeting is brought to us by EWRI, welcoming Dr. Kacey Faust for 
a talk on Providing Water Sector Services to an Opinionated Community: 

Engineering with Public Perceptions in Mind.  Dr. Faust is an Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Civil, Architectural, and Environmental Engineering at The 
University of Texas at Austin. 
 

May Branch Meeting Sponsor by Colton Fisher P.E. 

 
Founded in 1919, Garver is an 
employee-owned multi-disciplined 

engineering, planning, architectural, 
and environmental services firm, 
headquartered in North Little Rock, 
Arkansas. With nearly 600 employees 
spread between 28 offices in 11 
states, Garver offers a wide range of 
services with a focus on aviation, 

construction, facilities design, 
federal, power, transportation, 
survey, and water. Garver sits in the 
top 150 of the Engineering News-

Record's prestigious Top 500 Design 
Firms list, while Zweig Group has 

recognized Garver as a best firm to 
work for in the multi-discipline 
category for five consecutive years. 
Garver is celebrating its 100th year 
with a series of client appreciation events and by supporting STEM education at 100 
schools by donating funds and supplies. 
 

EWRI News 

by Will Huff, P.E., CFM 
 
The 14th Annual EWRI Austin Chapter Continuing Education Workshop is right 

around the corner, don’t forget to sign up!  This year EWRI Austin is partnering with 
TPWA to host this year’s full day continuing education workshop in conjunction with 

the annual TPWA conference at the Renaissance Hotel in Austin on Wednesday, 
June 5th.   
 
This year’s theme is “Water: Our Common Denominator toward a Resilient Future” 
and will feature topics including Climate Change, Water Forward, Asset 

Management, Freshwater Mussels, Hurricane Harvey Recovery, and Atlas 14. The 
workshop will also feature a poster competition. Attendees can choose to only 
attend the EWRI workshop, or also attend the TPWA conference on Thursday and 
Friday.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 
Science Thursday 

 
Date: 5/16/2019 
 
Location: Bob Bullock Museum 

 
Monthly Luncheon 
 
Date: 5/21/2019 11:30a-1:00p 
 
Location: Phillips Event Center 
 

EWRI Continuing Education 
Workshop 
 
Date: 6/5/2019 

 
Location: Renaissance Austin Hotel 

 
YMF Party Barge 
 
Date: 7/13/2019 
 
Location: TBD 

SET 2019 Photos 
 

 

 
EWRI News Continued… 

 

 

For registration and more information, see the link below. If you are interested in 

becoming a sponsor, please contact Lee Sherman (lee.sherman@austintexas.gov).  
New this year, the event will feature a poster competition.  
 
https://www.austinasce.org/ewri 

SEI News by Eric L. Sammarco, PhD, P.E. 

 
Greetings from the SEI Austin Chapter! A big thanks 
to all that were able to make it out to our annual 
SEI/SEAoT Structural Engineering Talks event on April 
24th. The evening was a huge success, a lot of fun, 

and a true testament to the overwhelming support of 
the local structural engineering community here in 
central Texas. Also, a very special thank-you to all of 
our speakers, partners, and sponsors this year; 

without you, this event would not be possible. 

mailto:lee.sherman@austintexas.gov
https://www.austinasce.org/ewri
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SET 2019 Photos Cont’d… 

Science Thursday 
Activities 
 
Will It Float? - Deals with buoyancy - 
did you know that some bowling balls 

float? There are 8, 12, and 16 pound 
bowling balls and plastic eggs 
weighted with metal washers.  
 
Don’t sink the cargo ship! - Two 
differently shaped containers - a 
plastic dessert bowl and a plastic tray. 

Both have about the same volume and 
should, if properly loaded, hold 
between 30 and 35 washers.  
 
Float your Boat - Students design 
and build a boat they can race in a 

pair of water filled gutters. This will 
take 10-15 minutes. 
 

Rodeo Roundup - Experiment with 
the physics behind roping at the 
rodeo. In this program, students will 
interact with lassos, hondas, lariats, 

and ropes to gain an understanding of 
parabolic trajectory, centrifugal / 
centripetal forces, and how the inertia 
we create serves as a common factor 
to rodeo roping. 
 
Art Has Layers - Students build art 

materials, layer upon layer, to create a 
beautiful masterpiece inspired by the 
exhibit Comanche Motion. 

 

 

 

 

SEI News Continued… 
 

SET 2019 Partners 
 

 
Also, a big thanks to Mr. Saliba of Freyssinet for presenting on heavy lifting 
technology and recent accomplishments at our May Professional Meeting last week. 

This was also an enjoyable, educational, and well-attended event, and we look 
forward to bringing the local SEI community more high-value professional meetings 
throughout the rest of our 2019 program. 
 

As always, you can stay plugged into the SEI Austin Chapter via our website 
(https://www.austinasce.org/sei/), where you’ll find the latest and greatest on 
upcoming events and chapter leadership.  We always welcome your thoughts on 
future technical and other special events.  If there’s something you’d like to do then 
we’d like to hear about it. Please drop us a line at sei@austinasce.org. 
 

Science Thursday at Bob Bullock Museum 
by Linda Barlow, P.E. and Sharon Hamilton, P.E., ENV SP 

 
May 16, 2019 10am to 1:30pm VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  Sign up here 
 
Here’s some background information for volunteers: 

 
• Arrive by 9:30am to get familiar with activities. 
• If possible, stay a little after 1:30 to help put things away. 
• Parking is free 
• If you have a Science Thursday t-shirt already, please wear it.  If you don't 

have one, we’ll have one for you. 

• Snacks and water will be available 
• Most students will be either 4th or 7th grade. There should be at least one 

adult with every 10 students 

• You are welcome to visit the museum’s exhibits afterward 

https://www.austinasce.org/sei/
mailto:sei@austinasce.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vnX_thMBATy_5SIw26jzIv1k103hHG7QbQVyt6uGSrY/edit#gid=0
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UT ASCE Student Chapter 
Update by Paul Hahn, P.E. 

 
UT’s ASCE Chapter’s Concrete Canoe 

team took home first place in the 
Texas-Mexico Regional Competition!  
They’ll be heading to the national 
competition in Melbourne, Florida in 
June, for the 4th consecutive year.  
We’re happy that the branch was able 
to support the team, and wish them the 

best of luck.  Congrats, team! 
 

Thank you UT Student 

Mentors by Paul Hahn, P.E. 

 
On behalf of myself, Dr. Gilbert and the 
UT CAEE Department, THANK YOU to all 
of the ASCE Members who volunteered 

this past semester as Mentors to the 
students taking their capstone 
Professionalism class.  Special thanks 
to Halff and Pape Dawson for providing 
the most mentors this past semester! 

This was the largest class since it’s 
inception almost ten years ago, and it 

took the largest group of mentors yet 
to help guide the students through their 
projects. 
 
Serving as a mentor is an excellent 
opportunity to assist with public service 

in our community, identify potential 
new hires for your company, get your 
company name out in the community, 
and earn professional development 
hours (PDHs) for licensure. 
 
Working with the mentors has been an 

extremely valuable experience for our 
students, and several are currently 
employed by their former 
mentors.  Mentors of all experience 
levels and backgrounds are welcome! 
 
If you are interested in serving as a 

mentor in the fall of 2019, or would 
like to learn more, please contact 
Paul Hahn (paul.hahn@aguirre-
fields.com).   
 
 

 

 
Younger Member Forum News by David Contreras, EIT 

 
Together with UT & Texas State student chapters, ASCE YMF had a fun evening at 
the Peter Pan Mini-Golf! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:paul.hahn@aguirre-fields.com
mailto:paul.hahn@aguirre-fields.com
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Government Affairs 
Committee Update 
by Augustine Verrengia, P.E. 

 
Infrastructure Week, convenes a 

national week of education and 
advocacy that brings together 
American businesses, workers, elected 
leaders, and everyday citizens around 
one message in 2019: Let’s 
#BuildForTomorrow. Utilize these pre-
made social media shareables to pass 

the word along to all of your friends, 
family and co-workers and let them 
know why it’s important to invest in our 
nation’s infrastructure! 
 

April Meeting Recap 
by Steven Zobal, P.E. 
 
Special thanks to all that attended last 
month’s meeting where Justin Word, 
P.E. delivered a comprehensive CTRMA 

project update.  He is pictured below 
with branch President Kacey Paul, P.E., 
CFM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YMF News Continued… 
 
We had a GREAT time at the Bat Cruise on April 18th with a great attendance of our 

members! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://infrastructureweek.org/
https://infrastructureweek.org/resources/?tab=shareables#tabs
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2018-2019 ASCE Austin 
Branch Officers 
 

PRESIDENT 
Kacey Cubine Paul 

City of Marble Falls 
(830) 798-6260  
president@austinasce.org 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT  
Travis Isaacson 
The Rios Group 

(512) 580-5440  
presidentelect@austinasce.org 
 
VICE PRESIDENT - PROGRAMS 
Bradley East 
DeSimone Consulting Engineers 
(512) 971-3911 

vicepresident@austinasce.org 
 
SECRETARY 
Sam Shorter 
Miller Gray, LLC 
(512) 861-5300 

secretary@austinasce.org 
 
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR 
Tyler Dube 
Pape-Dawson Engineers 
(512) 454-8711 
communications@austinasce.org 

 
TREASURER 

Roxanne Cook 
City of Austin 
(512) 974-7995 
info@austinasce.org 
 

TREASURER-ELECT 
Kat Lauer 
Texas Engineering Solutions 
(512) 904-0505 
info@austinasce.org 
 

TEXAS SECTION DIRECTOR 
Genest Landry 
City of Austin 
(512) 974-8749 

texassection@austinasce.org 
 
YOUNGER MEMBER DIRECTOR 

Coby Gee 
Freese & Nichols 
(512) 617-3183 
ymfdirector@austinasce.org 
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
Glenn Goldstein 

RS&H 
(512) 279-5437 
pastpresident@austinasce.org 

 
Social Media by Lily Aung, P.E. and Leanne Cantalupo, EIT 

 
ASCE Austin is now on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Instagram! Follow the Branch for 
the latest civil engineering news in Central Texas and beyond, as well as industry 

updates, newsletters, event postings including our monthly meetings, and more.  
Interested in contributing?  Reach out to us at webmaster@austinasce.org 

   

New Contact Information by Sam Shorter, P.E. and Tyler Dube, P.E. 

 
The Branch is updating contact information for key Board and Committee positions 

with new email addresses.  In the past, our leaders have utilized personal or work 
email accounts with mixed success in transferring knowledge to incoming 
board/committee members.  The goal is to enable continuity and central 
storage/maintenance of branch email communications from year to year as 
members cycle through the various leadership roles.  Listed at left and below are 

current officers and committee chairs with their corresponding new email addresses. 

 
2018-2019 ASCE Austin Branch Committee Chairs 
  
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
COORDINATOR 
Francisco Arce 
communityoutreach@austinasce.org 

 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
COORDINATOR 
Augustine Verrengia 
governmentrelations@austinasce.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 

Jes Johnson 

membership@austinasce.org 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS COORDINATOR 
Genest Landry 
scholarships@austinasce.org 

 
SPONSORSHIP COORDINATOR 
Colton Fisher 
sponsorship@austinasce.org 
 

WEBSITE COORDINATOR 
Lily Aung 
webmaster@austinasce.org 
 

EWRI INSTITUTE 
Jeff Haeber 
ewri@austinasce.org 
 
SEI INSTITUTE 
Eric Sammarco 
sei@austinasce.org 

 

YMF FORUM 
Leanne Cantalupo 
ymf@austinasce.org 
 

 

 

mailto:president@austinasce.org
mailto:presidentelect@austinasce.org
mailto:vicepresident@austinasce.org
mailto:secretary@austinasce.org
mailto:communications@austinasce.org
mailto:info@austinasce.org
mailto:info@austinasce.org
mailto:texassection@austinasce.org
mailto:ymfdirector@austinasce.org
mailto:pastpresident@austinasce.org
mailto:communityoutreach@austinasce.org
mailto:governmentrelations@austinasce.org
mailto:membership@austinasce.org
mailto:scholarships@austinasce.org
mailto:sponsorship@austinasce.org
mailto:webmaster@austinasce.org
mailto:ewri@austinasce.org
mailto:sei@austinasce.org
mailto:ymf@austinasce.org
https://www.facebook.com/ASCEAustinBranch/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.linkedin.com/company/asce-austin-branch/
https://www.instagram.com/asceaustin/?hl=en

