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Next Branch Meeting 

 

April 16, 2019 11:30a-1:00p 
 
Topic: CTRMA Project Update 
 
Presenter: Justin Word, P.E. (CTRMA) 
 

RSVP online by 4/12/19 at noon 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

President’s Message   by Kacey Paul, P.E., CFM 

 

It’s hard to believe that April is 
here already!  Your ASCE – 

Austin Branch has been busy 
this Spring and is working hard 
to continue promoting the 
profession of Civil Engineering 

and bringing the best content 
we can to our members!   
 
We hosted our annual 
continuing education workshop, 
Feats of Engineering, on April 5, 
where we heard about a number 

of monumental projects around our area and state.  “The City is literally changing 
under our feet” was one of the many inspiring quotes from the event said during 
the Waller Creek Tunnel Project Update presentation.  I would like to thank our 
committee (Jason Garza, Travis Isaacson, Roxanne Cook, Colton Fisher, Claudia 

Corsetti, and MD Hossain) and our sponsors for all their support in making this 
event happen. 
 

There have been several social events, seminars, and volunteer opportunities 
recently and more coming.  If you are looking for information on what’s going on in 
our Branch and institutes, visit our calendar on our website more coming up.  Some 
of the big events we have coming up are: 
 

• ASCE – Austin Branch April Luncheon – CTRMA Programs and Project 

Update – April 16 
• SEI’s Structural Engineering Talks (SET Talks) – April 24 
• ASCE YMF Annual Golf Tournament – May 10 
• EWRI Austin Chapter Continuing Education Workshop – June 5 

 
ASCE Austin Branch has gone Social!  Please follow up on Facebook, Linked In and 

Instagram for event recaps, upcoming events, relevant news, and updates. 

 
Spring is the best time to get involved.  We are starting to look for officers and 
committee members for the coming year.  If you’ve been wanting to contribute in 
any way to help make our branch the success that it is, please contact me (830-
798-6265, president@austinasce.org) or another officer or committee member.  
Thank you for everything you do to support ASCE! 
 

We hope to see you soon! 
 
Kacey 

 

 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efqjm4bgf26e7f54&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.austinasce.org/all-events/sep/generalmeeting-npp2c-ct59g-zglrc-w9mky-2cn52-9wkfg-ebpg4-5dxsw-hx3ww-2fw6x-mlb5b
https://www.austinasce.org/all-events/sep/generalmeeting-npp2c-ct59g-zglrc-w9mky-2cn52-9wkfg-ebpg4-5dxsw-hx3ww-2fw6x-mlb5b
https://www.austinasce.org/all-events/2019/4/24/sei-structural-engineering-talks
http://asce-austingolf.com/
https://www.austinasce.org/all-events/2019/6/5/ewri-austin-chapter-continuing-education-workshop
https://www.facebook.com/ASCEAustinBranch/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/asce-austin-branch/
https://www.instagram.com/asceaustin/
mailto:president@austinasce.org
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Speaker Bio 
 

Justin Word, P.E. 
Director of Engineering 
 

Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority 

 
Justin joined the Mobility Authority in 
January 2015 and brings 20+ years of 
industry experience to the role.  He 

provides oversight and direction for the 
planning, development and 

construction of all Mobility Authority 
projects. 
 
Prior to joining the Mobility Authority, 
he spent about equal time in the public 

and private sector, developing and 
managing all manner of street and 
highway projects.  His roles in the 
private sector included Vice President 
and Deputy Director of Transportation 
for a 225-person civil engineering firm.  
During this time, he also acted as a 

Senior Project Manager where he 
planned and developed more than 100 
highway projects, from small turn-lane 
improvements to mega freeway 

projects.  During his 8 years at the 
Texas Department of Transportation, 

he split his time equally between 
planning / design and construction 
management.   
 
Justin is a graduate of Texas A&M 
University – Kingsville with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Civil Engineering.  

He has been a registered professional 
engineer in Texas since December 
2003, and has almost 20 years living in 
the Austin area. 

 

April Branch Meeting by Bradley L. East, M.S., P.E. 

 
The April Branch meeting will cover the various Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority (CTRMA) project updates.  The presentation will be given by the CTRMA 

Director of Engineering, Justin Word, P.E. 

 
 

 



Page 3 of 9 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Monthly Luncheon 
 
Date: 4/16/2019 11:30a-1:00p 
 
Location: Phillips Event Center 
 

YMF Bat Cruise 
 
Date: 4/18/2019 7:00p-10:00p 
 

Location: Hyatt Regency Austin dock 
 

SET 2019 
 
Date: 4/24/2019 6:00p-8:30p 
 
Location: Alamo Drafthouse S Lamar 
 
Water Trotter Urban Challenge 

2019 
 
Date: 4/27/2019 9:00a 
 
Location: Scholtz Garten 
 

SEI May Professional Meeting 

 
Date: 5/2/2019 11:30a-1:00p 
 
Location: Ferguson Structural 
Engineering Lab (J.J. Pickle Research 
Center) 

 
YMF Golf Tournament 
 
Date: 5/10/2019 
 
Location: Avery Ranch Golf Club 
 

Science Thursday 
 

Date: 5/16/2019 
 
Location: Bob Bullock Museum 
 
EWRI Continuing Education 

Workshop 
 
Date: 6/5/2019 
 
Location: Renaissance Austin Hotel 
 

YMF Party Barge 
 
Date: 7/13/2019 
 

Location: TBD 

April Branch Meeting Sponsor by Colton Fisher P.E. 

 
MWM DesignGroup is celebrating 39 years as an inter-disciplinary design firm 
providing integrated, client-focused services through professional teams 

specializing in civil engineering, surveying, architecture, landscape architecture, 
and permitting + entitlement. Whether working sole-source or in concert with other 
firms, MWM provides an integrated approach that minimizes project completion 
times, maximizes cost efficiencies, and produces consistent, quality results.   

 
Our corporate culture is one of personal integrity, responsibility, and service to our 
clients, to each other, and to our community. As a result, each and every person at 
MWM DesignGroup is committed to meeting and exceeding client expectations of 
professionalism, responsiveness, and value on every project.  
 
MWM DesignGroup’s full spectrum of integrated services, combined with our proven 

ability to deliver them is essential to providing versatility, flexibility, and value to 
our private and public sector clients throughout Texas including Municipalities, 
Counties, State Agencies, Private Developers, Higher Education, School Districts, 
and A/E Firms. 

SEI News by Eric L. Sammarco, PhD, P.E. 

 

Greetings from the SEI Austin Chapter! We have some exciting stuff in store for you 
over the next two months, including our 5th annual SEI/SEAoT Structural 
Engineering Talks (SET) event in late April and a heavy-lifting Professional Meeting 
in early May. Both events promise to be engaging, educational, and great 
opportunities to network with our local profession. We sincerely hope to see you at 
both events! 

 

SEI and SEAoT have partnered with 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation and the University of 
Texas at Austin to bring you the 5th 
annual SET event. SET 2019 will be 
held Wednesday, April 24th, at the 

Alamo Drafthouse on 1120 South 
Lamar Boulevard in Austin, TX. This is 
an extra special year for SET, as it’s 
our 5th anniversary of this truly 
unique, jointly held event. Since its 
inception five years ago, SET has 
caught national attention. Last year an inaugural SET-inspired technical session was 

spawned at the national ASCE/SEI Structures Congress. 
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The Water Trotter Urban 
Challenge 2019 

by Paul Hahn, P.E. 
 
April 27nd 9:00 AM 

 
Event Website 
Follow WTUC on Facebook 
 

 
The Water Trotter Urban Challenge is a 

3-mile fun and challenging urban 
trekking adventure. Teams will 
navigate through the diverse urban 

ecosystem of Austin’s Waller Creek 
Corridor, exploring local 
neighborhoods, the Capitol and the UT 
Austin campus. Water Trotter is 
designed to emphasize the importance 
of clean water, especially in developing 

countries. 
 
Please create or join a two-person team 
as part of registration. We will help you 
find a partner on the day of the event if 
needed. Everyone is welcome: 

students, professionals, families, and 

beyond!  
 
Sponsorship and ticket sales from this 
event help the EWB-USA Greater Austin 
chapter raise resources to construct 
vital water infrastructure programs in 
both Peru & Guatemala.  EWB-USA 

supports community-driven 
development programs worldwide by 
collaborating with local partners to 
design and implement sustainable 
engineering projects, while creating 
transformative experiences and 

responsible leaders.  

 
Registration gets you a t-shirt, a goody 
bag, and the chance at winning 
AWESOME PRIZES. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

SEI News Continued… 
 
Registration will take place from 6PM to 7PM and the talks will go from 7PM to 9PM. 
We currently have three outstanding speakers, and there may be a surprise 

fourth…stay tuned. Additional details on speakers and registration will be provided 
in an event flyer to be sent out in the coming days. Please block your calendars for 
this unique Austin-born event, as it promises to be a lovely evening of dinner, 
drinks, lively and relevant discussions, and great company! 

 

SET 2019 Speakers and Topics 
 

General Discussion 
Rep. Dennis Paul, P.E., Texas House Member 

 

“I Still Love Explicit Structural Expression” 
Larry Speck, F.AIA, Senior Principal – Page 

 

“Bats and Bridges” 
Mark Bloschock, P.E., Bridge Team Lead – Walter P. Moore 

 

SET 2019 Partners 

 

 
 

 

SET 2019 Gold Sponsors 
 

 

 

 
SET 2019 Silver Sponsors 

 

 

https://ewbgreateraustin.org/water-trotter/
https://www.facebook.com/events/245200756410709/
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Student Chapter 
Scholarships 

by Kacey Paul, P.E., CFM 
 
The Austin Branch of the American 

Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and 
ASCE Younger Member’s Forum are 
proud to announce the availability of 
two (2) scholarships in the following 
amounts: one at $2,000 and one at 
$1,000.  Scholarships will be awarded 
to sophomores, juniors, and seniors 

(graduating in May 2019 or later) who 
meet the application requirements: 
 

• University of Texas at Austin 
student registered for the Fall 
2018 semester.  

 

• Civil Engineering Major 
currently classified as a 
sophomore, junior, or senior. 
Seniors graduating in the 
spring of 2018 are not eligible. 

 

• Membership and active 
participation in the ASCE 
Student Chapter at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 

 
To invite additional creativity and 
participation, the format for scholarship 

applications has changed to a multi-

media submission instead of a 
traditional essay.  Students are 
encouraged to leverage project or 
personal experiences using two-
dimensional art, photos, video, or 
written content addressing their views 

on “the importance of Civil Engineering 
in today’s society, the role of ASCE, and 
what difference they wish to make as a 
Civil Engineer.” 
 
Click here to view and download the 

application packet.  
 
Applications are due April 12, 2019 

 
Please direct questions to:  
 
ASCE Austin Branch Scholarship 

Committee Chair 
MD Moazzem Hossain, PE, CFM 
scholarships@austinasce.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SEI News Continued… 
 
May Professional Meeting Details:  
 

Topic:  Heavy Lifting Technology and Recent Accomplishments 

Presenter: Mr. Mark Saliba, PE, Project Manager; Freyssinet 

Location: Ferguson Structural Engineering Laboratory at the University of 
Texas at Austin’s J. J. Pickle Research Center (Bldg. FS1 on Pickle 

Research Campus).  A map of the Pickle Research Campus can be 
found at http://www.utexas.edu/maps/prc/. 

Date:  Thursday, May 2nd, 2019 11:30am to 1:00pm     

Summary: Freyssinet and Hebetec, two sister companies under the Vinci 
Construction group, have formed a successful partnership which couples 
Freyssinet’s excellent technical and engineering capabilities with Hebetec’s world-
leading experience in heavy lifting operations. A series of presentations have been 

arranged to familiarize professionals in the various industries with the capabilities 
of the partnership’s heavy lifting equipment fleet, the technology behind some of 
the hydraulic and mechanical systems, and the lifting operations themselves by 

exploring the details of some recent accomplishments. 

 
Presenter Bio.:  Mark has been a project manager with Freyssinet since July 2015. 

With the Freyssinet team, he led the planning, management and execution of 
various projects across the US. These projects include the post-tensioning of pier 

caps, bridge decks, spliced girders, the inspection of stay-cable systems, and the 
demolition/construction of bridges through heavy-lifting. Mark is a professional 
engineer, a Level-1 bonded post-tensioning technician, and a certified safety 
inspector of in-service bridges. He graduated from the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette with a B.S in Civil Engineering in 2013, and from the University of Virginia 
with an M.S. in Structural Engineering from the University of Virginia in 2015. 

 
Company Bio.:  Freyssinet was founded over 70 years ago by Eugène Freyssinet, 
the inventor of prestressing. Freyssinet brings together an extensive range of skills 
in the specialist civil engineering sector, offering integrated technical solutions in 
the fields of construction and structural repair. 
 
Freyssinet is involved in numerous projects across five continents, making it the 

world leader in its specialist areas of:  
 

• prestressing,  
• cable-stayed structures,  
• construction methods,  
• structural accessories,  
• structural repair and strengthening,  

• structural maintenance.  
 
These activities are performed on a wide range of structures, including civil 
engineering structures, buildings, skyscrapers, industrial installations, power 
production plants, offshore platforms, transport and sporting infrastructure, and 
more. 

 
 
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/595a8670197aeaf73829ef10/t/5c73fa9141920257611ad6fd/1551104658742/ASCE+Scholarship+Program+Spring+2019.pdf
mailto:scholarships@austinasce.org
http://www.utexas.edu/maps/prc/
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Science Thursday 
Activities 
 

Will It Float? - Deals with buoyancy - 
did you know that some bowling balls 

float? There are 8, 12, and 16 pound 
bowling balls and plastic eggs 
weighted with metal washers.  
 
Don’t sink the cargo ship! - Two 
differently shaped containers - a 
plastic dessert bowl and a plastic tray. 

Both have about the same volume and 
should, if properly loaded, hold 
between 30 and 35 washers.  
 
Float your Boat - Students design 
and build a boat they can race in a 
pair of water filled gutters. This will 

take 10-15 minutes. 
 
Rodeo Roundup - Experiment with 
the physics behind roping at the 
rodeo. In this program, students will 
interact with lassos, hondas, lariats, 

and ropes to gain an understanding of 
parabolic trajectory, centrifugal / 
centripetal forces, and how the inertia 
we create serves as a common factor 
to rodeo roping. 
 
Art Has Layers - Students build art 

materials, layer upon layer, to create a 
beautiful masterpiece inspired by the 

exhibit Comanche Motion.  

Science Thursday at Bob Bullock Museum 
by Linda Barlow, P.E. and Sharon Hamilton, P.E., ENV SP 
 
May 16, 2019 10am to 1:30pm 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 
Here’s some background 
information for volunteers: 

 
• Arrive by 9:30am to get familiar with activities. 
• If possible, stay a little after 1:30 to help put things away. 
• Parking is free 
• If you have a Science Thursday t-shirt already, please wear it.  If you don't 

have one, we’ll have one for you. 
• Snacks and water will be available 

• Most students will be either 4th or 7th grade. There should be at least one 
adult with every 10 students 

• You are welcome to visit the museum’s exhibits afterward 
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Upcoming YMF Events 
 
Annual Golf Tournament 
ASCE YMF ATX is hosting our Annual 

Golf Tournament on May 10th at Avery 
Ranch Golf Club. Proceeds from this 
tournament go toward ASCE 
scholarships and donations to local 

non-profits, including Sammy’s House. 
Register to play or sponsor by April 
30th 

 
 
Annual Party Barge 
Save the date for our Annual Party 
Barge with Young Professionals in 
Transportation. This summer 
celebration will take place on Saturday, 

July 13th. 

 
 
Annual Bat Cruise 
The Congress Avenue Bridge is the 
home of the largest urban bat colony in 

the world. Join ASCE YMF ATX on April 

18th at 7pm as we take a Bat Cruise to 
view the beautiful Austin sunset and the 
bats’ famous night flight. Register 
online by April 12th 

 

Younger Member Forum News by Leanne Cantalupo, EIT 

 
On March 23rd 
ASCE YMF ATX 
hosted a Cleanup 

along Shoal Creek. 
The group gathered 
a significant amount 

of trash along the 
creek, and then 
enjoyed a well-
deserved meal 
together at Taco 
Joint.  
 

 

 

On March 26th ASCE YMF ATX hosted a Home Buyer Seminar. Keller Williams 
Realtor Carmen Reese and Legacy Mutual Mortgage Loan Officer Sharon Barney 
spoke about market loans, the credit process, and answered questions from the 
group. 

 

http://asce-austingolf.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/asce-ymf-bat-cruise-418-tickets-59551863226?fbclid=IwAR0ZZuuZ6CwVfgFW68eiLZQDFCJ6WhMWGNYQJlA9QqrBi0DeneFC_4HfIbk
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/asce-ymf-bat-cruise-418-tickets-59551863226?fbclid=IwAR0ZZuuZ6CwVfgFW68eiLZQDFCJ6WhMWGNYQJlA9QqrBi0DeneFC_4HfIbk
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EWRI News 

by Will Huff, P.E., CFM 

EWRI Austin is partnering with TPWA to 

host this year’s continuing education 
workshop in conjunction with the 
annual TPWA conference, which will be 
held in Austin this year. This year’s 
theme is “Water: Our Common 
Denominator toward a Resilient Future” 
and as always will feature presenters 

from both Central Texas and around the 
country. The full day workshop will be 
held at the Renaissance Hotel in Austin 
on Wednesday, June 5th.  Attendees 
can choose to only attend the EWRI 
workshop, or also attend the TPWA 
conference on Thursday and Friday. For 

registration and more information, see 
the link below. If you are interested in 
becoming a sponsor, please contact Lee 
Sherman 
(lee.sherman@austintexas.gov).  New 
this year, the event will feature a poster 

competition.  If you would like to 
participate in the poster competition, 
please contact Sunit Deo 
(Sunit.Deo@hdrinc.com).   
 
https://www.austinasce.org/ewri 
 

Metz Elementary Rain Garden 
Maintenance Day (4/13/2019) 
 

EWRI Austin and Keep Austin Beautiful 
are organizing a rain garden 
maintenance event at Metz Elementary 
on Saturday, April 13th.  Volunteers are 

needed to help install erosion control 
matting, clean out, and replant two rain 
gardens in an effort to better establish 
vegetation. There will be two shifts - 
one from 9am to 12pm, and another 
from 1pm to 3pm.  See the link below 

for registration and more information. 
 
https://keepaustinbeautiful.givepulse.c
om/event/108720-Metz-Rain-Garden-
Restoration%21 

 

EWRI Austin Chapter Continuing Education Workshop 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

mailto:lee.sherman@austintexas.gov
mailto:Sunit.Deo@hdrinc.com
https://www.austinasce.org/ewri
https://keepaustinbeautiful.givepulse.com/event/108720-Metz-Rain-Garden-Restoration%21
https://keepaustinbeautiful.givepulse.com/event/108720-Metz-Rain-Garden-Restoration%21
https://keepaustinbeautiful.givepulse.com/event/108720-Metz-Rain-Garden-Restoration%21
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2018-2019 ASCE Austin 
Branch Officers 
 

PRESIDENT 
Kacey Cubine Paul 

City of Marble Falls 
(830) 798-6260  
president@austinasce.org 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT  
Travis Isaacson 
The Rios Group 

(512) 580-5440  
presidentelect@austinasce.org 
 
VICE PRESIDENT - PROGRAMS 
Bradley East 
DeSimone Consulting Engineers 
(512) 971-3911 

vicepresident@austinasce.org 
 
SECRETARY 
Sam Shorter 
Miller Gray, LLC 
(512) 861-5300 

secretary@austinasce.org 
 
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR 
Tyler Dube 
Pape-Dawson Engineers 
(512) 454-8711 
communications@austinasce.org 

 
TREASURER 

Roxanne Cook 
City of Austin 
(512) 974-7995 
treasurer@austinasce.org 
 

TREASURER-ELECT 
Kat Lauer 
Texas Engineering Solutions 
(512) 904-0505 
treasurerelect@austinasce.org 
 

TEXAS SECTION DIRECTOR 
Genest Landry 
City of Austin 
(512) 974-8749 

texassection@austinasce.org 
 
YOUNGER MEMBER DIRECTOR 

Coby Gee 
Freese & Nichols 
(512) 617-3183 
ymfdirector@austinasce.org 
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
Glenn Goldstein 

RS&H 
(512) 279-5437 
pastpresident@austinasce.org 

 
Social Media by Lily Aung, P.E. and Leanne Cantalupo, EIT 

 
ASCE Austin is now on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Instagram! Follow the Branch for 
the latest civil engineering news in Central Texas and beyond, as well as industry 

updates, newsletters, event postings including our monthly meetings, and more.  
Interested in contributing?  Reach out to us at webmaster@austinasce.org 

   

New Contact Information by Sam Shorter, P.E. and Tyler Dube, P.E. 

 
The Branch is updating contact information for key Board and Committee positions 

with new email addresses.  In the past, our leaders have utilized personal or work 
email accounts with mixed success in transferring knowledge to incoming 
board/committee members.  The goal is to enable continuity and central 
storage/maintenance of branch email communications from year to year as 
members cycle through the various leadership roles.  Listed at left and below are 

current officers and committee chairs with their corresponding new email addresses. 

 
2018-2019 ASCE Austin Branch Committee Chairs 
  
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
COORDINATOR 
Francisco Arce 
communityoutreach@austinasce.org 

 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
COORDINATOR 
Augustine Verrengia 
governmentrelations@austinasce.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 

Jes Johnson 

membership@austinasce.org 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS COORDINATOR 
Genest Landry 
scholarships@austinasce.org 

 
SPONSORSHIP COORDINATOR 
Colton Fisher 
sponsorship@austinasce.org 
 

WEBSITE COORDINATOR 
Lily Aung 
webmaster@austinasce.org 
 

EWRI INSTITUTE 
Jeff Haeber 
ewri@austinasce.org 
 
SEI INSTITUTE 
Eric Sammarco 
sei@austinasce.org 

 

YMF FORUM 
Leanne Cantalupo 
ymf@austinasce.org 
 

 

 

mailto:president@austinasce.org
mailto:presidentelect@austinasce.org
mailto:vicepresident@austinasce.org
mailto:secretary@austinasce.org
mailto:communications@austinasce.org
mailto:treasurer@austinasce.org
mailto:treasurerelect@austinasce.org
mailto:texassection@austinasce.org
mailto:ymfdirector@austinasce.org
mailto:pastpresident@austinasce.org
mailto:communityoutreach@austinasce.org
mailto:governmentrelations@austinasce.org
mailto:membership@austinasce.org
mailto:scholarships@austinasce.org
mailto:sponsorship@austinasce.org
mailto:webmaster@austinasce.org
mailto:ewri@austinasce.org
mailto:sei@austinasce.org
mailto:ymf@austinasce.org
https://www.facebook.com/ASCEAustinBranch/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.linkedin.com/company/asce-austin-branch/
https://www.instagram.com/asceaustin/?hl=en

