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President’s Message  by Kacey Paul, P.E., CFM 

Greetings all and Happy December! 

With the holiday season upon us, 2018 

is coming to a close.  I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank all of the 

Austin Branch members, volunteers, 

officers, and committee chairs for 

making ASCE such a special 

organization to be a part of. Thank you 

for making this past year a success! 

Through my journey with ASCE Austin Branch, I have met so many wonderful 

engineers.  I am grateful for the opportunity to be engaged in this organization 

and profession and proud to be part of this organization.  I will continue to work 

to advance our profession in 2019.  As you think about upcoming New Year’s 

resolutions, please consider a professional one – becoming more involved with 

ASCE! It is easy, fun, rewarding and appreciated. 

This past month brought great news for the Austin-area engineering and 

construction community. $925 million passed in bond propositions!  Stay tuned 

for more information regarding these propositions and our community and 

check out the website here. 

At this month's Branch meeting, we feature our annual Ethics presentation 

conducted by the Texas Board of Professional Engineers. We are also continuing 

to collect contributions towards the Capital Area Food Bank, which the branch 

will be matching dollar-for-dollar, so be on the lookout for donation boxes at 

each table or donate using your credit card at the registration table.  For every 

$1 donated, the food bank can turn that into 12 meals. Thank you to everyone 

who contributed last month! 

We continue our search for the individual who we will be honored to call the 

2019 Civil Engineer of the Year. Nominations are open for a short time and this 

award will be presented during February's Texas Society of Professional 

Engineers’ banquet. Look for nomination forms on our website. 

The New Year will bring many new opportunities and activities at the Austin 

Branch including our Legislative Drive-In in Austin, our student outreach 

activities, loads of events during Engineers Week in February and many more. 

Please contact me anytime (830-798-6265, kpaul.pe@gmail.com) or another 

officer or committee member if you like to be more involved in any of these 

activities. Share your talents and give back to the profession and community. 

I wish each of you a joyous and safe holiday season and Happy New Year! 

Best, 

Kacey  

 

Next Branch Meeting 

December 18, 2018 11:30a-1:00p 

Topic: Ethics by TBPE 

RSVP online by 12/14 at noon 
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December Branch Meeting 

Speaker 

Rick D. Strong, 
P.E. joined the 
Texas Board of 

Professional 
Engineers in April 
2017 as the 

Director of 
Licensing.  As the 
Director of the 
Licensing Division, 
he oversees the 
review of all PE 

applications, Firm registrations, EIT 

certifications and renewals in the State 

of Texas.  The Licensing division reviews 
more than 3,000 PE applications per year 
and handles the renewals for close to 
66,000 licensed Texas PEs and 
approximately 11,000 registered 

engineering Firms.  

 

He has 31 years of experience in the 
Texas coal mining industry; he is 
knowledgeable in all aspects of mining 

engineering and mine operations.  Rick 
has been a licensed professional 
engineer in Texas since 1992.   

 

He is a 1985 graduate from Texas A&M 

University with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Mining Engineering.   

 

He resides in the Austin area with his 

wife Cindy. They enjoy their large family 

of six grown children and eight 

grandchildren. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Branch Meeting  by Bradley L. East, M.S., P.E. 

Topic: Ethics, presented by TBPE – RSVP by 12/14/18 at noon 

Location: Phillips Event Center (8140 Exchange Drive, Austin, TX 78754) 

Date: 12/18/2018 11:30 am -1:00 pm  

 

December Meeting Sponsor  by Colton Fisher, P.E. 

 

The Rios Group, Inc. (TRG) is a minority-woman owned Texas Corporation, 

established in 2012, and headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas. With additional 

offices located in Dallas, Houston (The Woodlands), Austin (Round Rock) and 

San Antonio, TRG maintains a team of over 45 people. TRG was recently 

recognized by Oncor as the 2017 Rising Star of the Year for Diverse Suppliers, 

and by the City of Austin - Small & Minority Business Resources as one of the 

2018 Small Businesses of the Year.  

TRG specializes in providing full service professional Subsurface Utility 

Engineering (SUE) and Utility Coordination (UC).  Over the last 6 years, TRG has 

provided responsive, reliable results throughout Texas serving clients in a variety 

of markets, including TxDOT roadway work, airports, rail, water and wastewater, 

electric transmission and commercial development.  Our knowledge, experience 

and familiarity with diverse Texas communities saves our clients from costly 

utility delays on civil design and construction projects.  

The Rios Group is certified as a HUB with the State of Texas and as an MBE/WBE 

with the City of Austin. 
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VOLUNTEERING 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Science Thursday 
December 13, 2018 10-1:30 

Bob Bullock Museum (1800 Congress 

Ave Austin, TX 78701) 

 

The December Science Thursday at Bob 

Bullock Museum needs volunteers! ASCE 

members who were unable to make the 

ASCE sponsored day in November have 

another chance! Since the event falls 

during UT finals week, students who took 

up the slack in November won't be 

available to bolster our ranks! Central 

Texas Discover Engineering needs a little 

help. Email Linda Barlow if you are 

interested: lbarlow@hvj.com 

 

Food Bank Donations 
Ongoing 

ASCE Austin Branch has 

proudly supported the 

Central Texas Food Bank 

for years now.  Hunger 

affects people from all 

walks of life. Working 

families, retired seniors on fixed incomes, 

grandparents with custody of 

grandchildren, the chronically ill and the 

disabled all turn to the Food Bank for help 

in emergencies or as part of their regular 

meal planning.  The Central Texas Food 

Bank has been at the front line of hunger 

relief with the help of Partner Agencies in 

21 counties across Central Texas. 

Together, they provided more than 45 

million pounds of food to families in need 

during the 2016-2017 fiscal year, the 

largest amount distributed since the 

organization’s establishment in 1982, 

when only 330,000 pounds of food was 

provided.  For every $1 donated, the Food 

Bank can turn that into 12 meals.  There 

will be donation boxes on tables for the 

November luncheon. 

 

 

 

 

Younger Member Forum News  by David Contreras 

Our December board meeting will be December 17th at 6:30pm. We will meet 

at the second floor of the food court of The Central Market at Lamar & 40th 

street. Please attend only if you are interested in joining our leadership team.  

On Dec 6th, 2018 we had a 

service event with 12 volunteers 

help at the Central Texas Food 

Bank.  

On Dec 12th, 2018 we will be 

having a social event. We will be 

meeting at 6:30 pm at Uncle 

Billy’s Smokehouse and Brewery.  

At 7:30 pm we will head to the 

Trail of lights! Tickets for the 

event can be found here. 

Our annual golf tournament 

generated $6000 in donations to 

Sammy’s House, a nonprofit that 

provides services for children 

with and without special needs. 

 

Finally, we have set a date for the upcoming annual Golf Tournament on May 

10th, 2019 to continue our charitable contributions. Stay tuned for additional 

details. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

YMF Happy Hour & Trail of 

Lights 

12/12/2018 

Uncle Billy’s Smokehouse and Brewery 

 

Science Thursday 

12/13/2018 

Bob Bullock Museum 
 

December YMF Board Meeting 

12/17/2018 

Central Market (Lamar @ 40th), 2nd 
floor 

 
December Branch Meeting 

12/18/2018 

Phillips Event Center 

January Board Meeting 

1/3/2019 

Texas Engineering Solutions 

January Branch Meeting 
1/15/2019 

Phillips Event Center 

TAME Capital Area Divisional 

STEM Competition 
1/19/2019 

UT EERC (2501 Speedway Austin Texas 

78712) 

EWRI SWMM Training 
1/31/2019-2/1/2019 

UT Center for Water & The Environment 

UESI Conference  
3/11/2019-3/12/2019 

The University of Texas at Arlington 

 

 

 

 

FUN AT SCIENCE THURSDAY BOB BULLOCK MUSEUM 

NOVEMBER 15, 2018    
by Linda Barlow, P.E. 

Austin Branch ASCE 

members Linda Barlow 

(HVJ Associates), Jim 

Herbert (Cardno), David 

Vargus (Trihydro) and 

Don Dawkins (TWDB), 

with a little help from 

eight University of Texas 

Student Engineering 

Ambassadors, 

volunteered for the 

November Science 

Thursday event at Bob 

Bullock Museum. On 

Science Thursdays, 

student groups on field 

trips participate in hands-

on activities with STEM 

experts from Central 

Texas Discover 

Engineering.  

Every Science Thursday is different, but all activities connect to content in the 

exhibits and films at the Museum. The activities for November included: buoyancy 

activities using bowling balls and loading of a “cargo” container; races in water 

filled gutters with student-made boats moved with air only; trajectory, 

centrifugal/centripetal forces and inertia activities of rodeo roping with lassos and 

hondas; and layered art. Seven schools had scheduled field trips accounting for 

500+ students!  

If you’d like to volunteer at one of the future Science Thursday events, the 

remaining 2018-2019 schedule looks like this: December 13, January 17, February 

21, March 14, April 18, and May 16. Since the next Science Thursday on December 

13th is the first day of finals at UT, there may not be many Engineering 

Ambassadors to take up the slack, so if you are able to fit it in your schedule, it 

would be nice to have more participation from ASCE. 

 SEI News  by Eric Sammarco, PhD, P.E. 

Greetings and Happy Holidays from the SEI Austin Chapter! Thanks to everyone 

who joined us last month during our field trip out to Ensoft Inc. / Lymon C. Reese 

& Associates, and a special thanks to Ensoft, Inc. and their staff for welcoming us 

with open arms and letting us behind their curtain. Ensoft, Inc. is a homegrown, 

Austin-based, worldwide engineering software company that routinely gets 

involved in unique engineering challenges, full-scale testing, and real-time remote 

structural/foundation monitoring. The field trip was educational, fun, and a great 

break from the office! The tour of their large variety of testing equipment and 

onsite full-scale testing capabilities was particularly interesting.  
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GET INVOLVED WITH ASCE 

We always encourage our members to 

get more involved in the branch on 

whatever level they feel compelled.  

We are currently seeking folks to help 

us out with the following.  If any of 

these sound like something you may 

be interested in, please contact Kacey 

Paul at kpaul.pe@gmail.com. 

Social Outreach Committee 

• Members needed 

Scholarship Committee 

• Members needed 

Public Relations and Community 

Outreach Committee 

• Members needed 

E-Week/Student Outreach Committee  

• Members needed 

Continuing Education Committee  

• Members needed 

Government Relations Committee  

• Members needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEI Austin Chapter at Ensoft, Inc. learning about their full-scale testing capabilities 

We are already at work planning for an exciting 2019 at SEI-Austin, including the 

5-year anniversary of our landmark Structural Engineering Talks (SET) event. If 

we don’t see you before the new year, we wish you and yours a very happy and 

blessed holiday season and we look forward to sharing another year of local 

industry networking, professional development, and fun structural engineering 

events with you!     

As always, you can stay plugged into the SEI Austin Chapter via our website 

(https://www.austinasce.org/sei/), where you’ll find the latest and greatest on 

upcoming events and chapter leadership.  We always welcome your thoughts on 

future technical and other special events.  If there’s something you’d like to do 

then we’d like to hear about it. Please drop us a line at sei.austin.tx@gmail.com. 

EWRI News  by Will Huff, P.E., CFM 

Save the Date! Upcoming SWMM training opportunity 

The EWRI-Austin chapter is partnering with the UWRI and NCIMM to host a 

training, Introduction to EPA SWMM 5.1. This 2-day workshop will cover the 

most recent release of SWMM software for urban stormwater hydrologic/hydraulic 

analysis, planning, and design. PDH’s will be available. The course be held on 

January 31 - Feb 1, 2019 at UT’s JJ Pickle Center in Austin, TX. Early bird 

registration ends Dec 31st and is $725 for EWRI members or $765 for others. 

Register now at https://www.regonline.com/SWMM-Austin2019. 

Austin Youth River Watch Rain 

Garden Build 

EWRI-Austin teamed up with Austin 

Youth River Water (AYRW) to help 

build a rain garden and swale at the 

AYRW EcoHouse. There were over 50 

total volunteers from EWRI, AYRW, 

and various other organizations in 

attendance.  The team completed the 

excavation of the rain garden and 

swale and AYRW will complete the 

plantings in the future.  EWRI-Austin is 
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2019 ENGINEER OF THE YEAR 

NOMINATIONS 

It’s the time of year to 

reflect on the many 

accomplishments of 

yourself and those 

around you.  We are 

currently soliciting nominations for the 

following awards. 

We have had the privilege of 

recognizing great engineers in our 

community for 20 years!  If you know 

someone you feel would be a good 

candidate for this award or would like 

additional details, visit our website 

here. 

 

Past Award Recipients Include: 

2018 – Roman Grijalva 

2017 – Reem Zoun 

2016 – Julia Harrod 

2015 – Thomas R. Benz 

2014 – Linda Barlow 

2013 – Henry Leighton 

2012 – Howard Lazarus 

2011 – Amy S. Smith 

2010 – C. Rick Conway 

2009 – Dr. William H. Espey 

2008 – Shelby G. Eckols 

2007 – Dr. Robert Gilbert 

2006 – Richard W. Furlong 

2005 – Dr. Joseph Malina 

2004 – Dr. Earnest F. Gloyna 

2003 – Dr. Robert O. Lamb 

2002 – Kelly D. Payne 

2001 – Todd E Swoboda 

2000 – Garabed A. Harutunian 

 

 

also currently in coordination with ASCE and UT in the for a future rain garden 

build.    

 

Utility Engineering and Surveying Institute 

Conference 2019  by Kacey Paul, P.E., CFM 

Attend the 1st Annual Utility Engineering and Surveying Conference! 

Date: March 11-12, 2019 

Location: The University of Texas at Arlington 

Who should attend? 

Utility Owners, designers, consultants, 

municipalities, as well as engineers and 

contractors involved in the utility engineering 

and surveying industry. 

Why should I attend? 

Network with like-minded utility professionals, 

discover the latest in innovation and technology, 

get up-to-date information about federal and 

state policies and earn Professional 

Development Hours (PDHs) and Continuing 

Education Units (CEUs). 

Sponsorship opportunities are available. 

Register at http://www.uta.engineering/uesi 
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TAME Capital Area Divisional Competition 

by Kacey Paul, P.E., CFM 

The Texas Alliance for Minorities in Engineering (TAME) is excited to kick off 2019 

with hundreds of the area’s brightest 6-12th grade STEM students. We hope you 

can join us for a few hours on Saturday, January 19th on MLK Day weekend, in 

supporting and engaging students as they take competitive tests and work 

together on a dynamic engineering design challenge.   

From greeters to judges, TAME is seeking volunteers in various roles between 

7:30am and 4:00 pm. All the details and sign-up opportunities are through the 

link here. 
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