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American Society of Civil Engineers

JUNE MEETING

When:
Tuesday — June 19, 2007
Agenda:
Social - 11:30 to 12:00
Lunch/Speaker — 12:00 to 1:00
Where:
Embassy Suites North
5901 N. IH 35
Cost:
$15 with Reservations
$5 for Government/Students
Extra $5 without Reservations
We now accept Visa, Mastercard,
Discover and Amex through Paypal
(We also havexpress check-irf you
prepay)
Reservations:
Reserve by Noon Friday
June 1% on our website at
www.austinasce.org/meeting.htm
Program:
Hurricane Katrina and the New
Orleans Levees: An Engineering
Disaster
By Professor Bob Gilbert
Main Menu:
Main — Traditional Lasagna
Veg. — Eggplant Lasagna
Sponsor:(see page 5 or more info.)

ASCE INFO/CONTACTS

ASCE National Hotline:
800-548-ASCE

Join/Update Membership Info:
www.asce.org/membership

Austin Branch Website:
www.austinasce.org

Texas Section Website:
wWww.texasce.org

President’'s Message...
By Dale P. Murphy, PE

Last month | was privileged enough to be the ddfitipresiding over the
wedding of two of my very good friends (yes, | amddficially ordained
Reverend...according to the internet anyway, whiclygasd enough in
Texas). The reason | mention this is because ttvesenow Chad and
Charlotte Gilpin, are both civil engineers and thiegt met at an Austin
Branch ASCE happy hour several years ago. Aftésva more ASCE
happy hours they started to date, which eventualiyninated in their
marriage last month. Their story illustrates tladthough ASCE is
primarily a professional society, it is also a sbd@ociety giving us a
chance to meet and interact with a wide varietp@bple, make friends
and even meet spouses. | know | have numerousdfiall over the
country that | would never have met if not for marticipation in ASCE.
Currently, ASCE'’s slogan is “a better world by d@gsi but I'm thinking
maybe we should try and get it changed to “helpiregte nerd love since
1852.”

Continued on Page 2

Hurricane Katrina and the New Orleans Levees:

An Engineering Disaster

What Went Wrong and Why

A Presentation and Discussion with Prof. Bob Gitber

On the morning of August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katristruck New

Orleans and triggered what would become one ofwbest engineering

disasters in the Nation's history. The levees &mtfvalls protecting the
area failed and allowed water to pour into the.dNgarly 1,000 people
lost their lives. One-fourth of the houses were edipout and tens of
billions of dollars of property were lost. The edtional and health care
systems have been crippled. Over 400,000 residlextshe city and have
not returned. It will take decades for New Orlemszcover.

This presentation will address what went wrong amg it happened. In
addition, we will discuss how the engineering pssfen can learn and
improve in the wake of this disaster.

Prof. Gilbert is a member of the ASCE External RewPanel, which was
formed to review the work performed by the governtria investigating

the levee failures. Prof. Gilbert received his PimDCivil Engineering

from the University of Illinois at Urbana-ChampaidgRobert B. Gilbert,

Ph.D., P.E. is the Hudson Matlock Professor of ICArchitectural and

Environmental Engineering at the University of Texa Austin. He has
been with UT since 1993.
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For those of you single members, | hope this erages you to come join
In our numerous activities...you never know who ybuileet. To give
incentive, | am offering my wedding officiant sexes free of charge to
any couple that meets at an Austin Branch functitinyou’ve been to a
meeting this year and seen my fear of public spegka action, you'll
realize that this may not actually be much of ainive.

The upcoming June meeting will be the last of t88622007 year for the
Branch as there are no meetings in July or Audustnot to worry the
Branch will still have several other activities ggion over the summer.
In addition, the June meeting is where Board memhes elected for the
upcoming 2007-2008 year, and unlike past yearsietlae actually
multiple members running for a position, so pleasme to the meeting
and vote.

By: Jamie F. Farris, P.E., YMF President

Summer is here, along with the Texas heat and laadkipar-b-ques.
With summer in mind, it's time to dust off your ats and take a couple of
practice swings. The neXMF happy hour will take place at Kreig
Softball complex on 515 S. Pleasant Valley Road. Bring yoends and
co-workers and mark your calendar (or fancy pallotpfor June 20" at
7:00PM for some fun-spirited softball competitiohhe field location will
be posted on the website by Jun&.18

It's also that time of year to start thinking aboeixt year’s slate of MF
officers and committee members. We will vote on the pregaosate of
officers at the June ASCE membership meeting. dioposed slate of
officers for 2007-2008 is: YMF Director: Jamie RsyrPresident: Kim
Patak, Vice President: Charlotte Amato, SecretBrgndon Hammann,
and Treasurer: Jackee Grote.

Special thanks go to the instructors who taughtAhstin ASCE YMF
P.E. Review Course John Landwermeyer, Dr. Joe Malina, Dr. Eric
Loucks, Patrick Hays, Tim Weston, and Dr. Zhanmihadg were
recognized by the committee chairperson, Rose Méde, at the May
ASCE membership meeting.

At the May 15th Austin Branch membership meetirgpi¢ Farris, the
West Point Bridge Design ContestChairperson, presented two high
school students with a signed certificate and $gdifiOcard to Best Buy.
The first place team, “Ninjaneers,” was made uMatthew Sanchez and
Jimmy Brisson from McNeil High School. The localntest had over 80
entries who were asked to design and load tesbie stay bridge. The
contest would not be possible without the helphef West Point Bridge
Contest committee of Charlotte Amato, Brandon HammaBrennan
Wallace, and Dale Murphy.

The Austin YMF is proud to host tH2008 Multi-Regional Leadership

Continued on Page 3




YMF - Continued from Page

Conference for Regions 3, 6, and 7, and has put togethenargtiee to
plan for this milestone event. The conference talle place on January
25-26, 2008 at the Austin Marriot North. Pleasacpl this on your
calendars today as we will have plenty of inforvatsessions, as well
as a fun-filled evening in Austin, TexasVe need volunteers to help
show our visitors around Austin and to help organie this event!

On May 25th, over 15 YMF members met at Brentwoad€ern off of
Burnet in North Austin. Many young engineers resoected after being
held hostage studying for the Spring P.E. Examad8levisit the Austin
ASCE YMF website for updates and event information.

Vote for the 2007-2008 Austin Branch Board

Please join us at the June Branch meeting as webwiklecting next
year's Board. The Nominations Committee workeddhiar come up
with a proposed slate of Officers, and additionamimations were
opened at last month’s meeting. We already have additional
nomination for President-Elect and nominations wiill be open at the
beginning of the June meeting. Below are the pegoslate and
nominations received to date:

President-Elect —Julia Harrod, PE and David Calabuig, PE
VP of Programs —Robert Scholz, PE

Communications Director —Rose Marie Klee, PE
Secretary —Tony Buonodono, EIT

Treasurer — Curtis Steger, PE

Younger Member Director —Jamie Farris, PE

In addition, the Past-President (Dale Murphy) ardsidlent (Kelly
Barney) Board positions are automatic, and theeStatector (David
Matocha) position is a 2-year term. Nominations epen and will be
closed before voting during the June meeting. #Aaidhl information
on the two candidates for President-Elect can beddelow.

David Calabuig, PE

David Calabuig, current Austin Branch Membership aiCh was

nominated from the floor to run as for 2007-2008drtent Elect. He
has been an active ASCE member since 1999. Whiteinga his

Bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering from the Ubrsity of Texas at
Arlington, he served as an officer of the Tau Beit&ngineering Honor
Society.

David has demonstrated his leadership skills inab@munity and at
work. In 2002, he founded the Austin Managementci€dp
(http://ms.byu.edu/ausiirand served as president for two years; he th
became its director of programs for two years, hadsuccessfully led
the creation of a scholarship program that awai$tE000 for 2007
alone. Since 2005, he has led a large group ofntedus for the yearly
Austin CROP Hunger Walk; this group raised $154,00R2006 to fight
hunger and over $120,000 so far for 2007. He h&been an active

Continued on Page 4

June 19 ASCE Branch Membership
Meeting, 12:00 PM Embassy
Suites North, 5901 N. IH 35

June 20 Austin ASCE YM event. Se
http://www.austinasce.org/yn

ASCE CALENDAR

D

htm for more details.
2N
July - August
No membership meetings.

Sept. 18 ASCE Branch Membership
Meeting, 12:00 PM Embassy

Suites North, 5901 N. IH 35




CONTINUING ED

June 21-22 — Austin, TX
Fundamentals of Earthquake
Engineering
June 14-15 — San Antonio, TX
Pumping Systems Design
September 13-14 — Dallas, TX
Design and Evaluation of Highway

Bridge Superstructures Using
LRFD

For more information go to:
www.asce.org/conted/seminars

History and Heritae - Continued from Page

participant in the City of Pflugerville, working omthe Downtown
Planning Committee, on the Capital Improvement B@uanmittee, and
helping bro-bono to rewrite zoning ordinances.

He currently works for HDR on the SH 130 programnagement team
as the Segment 1 and 3 Design Manager. Priorst@unirent position,
David worked as a design engineer, project engineed project
manager. He received his MBA from the UniversityTaixas in Dallas.
David believes his broad leadership experience hdlp the Austin
Branch move to the next level.

Julia Harrod, PE

Julia Harrod, PE, is a principal at MWM DesignGrdégrmerly Martinez,
Wright and Mendez) in charge of the civil enginegrgroup. She joined the
firm in 1990 after completing her BS in Architeauat MIT and working
abroad in Bath, England. While working at MWM Desgyoup, Julia
obtained her MSE from UT Austin in 1994 and obtdiher PE license in
1997.

She has been a member of ASCE since 1993. Cwytreh# serves as the
Austin Branch Vice President of Programs and seagdhe 2001/2002
Austin Branch 158 Anniversary Committee Chair which was responsible
for developing the “Engineering Projects in Austipamphlet and
beginning the now annual tradition of “EngineersyDat the Austin
Children’s Museum. Ms. Harrod’s volunteerism hasadhcluded serving
various positions for the Texas Society of Profmsai Engineers
including 2006/2007 State Chair for Professionabikeers in Private
Practice, 2005 through 2007 Travis Chapter Stateedr, and
2004/2005 Travis Chapter President. She is alaarr@rtt member of the
TSPE State Legislative and Government Affairs Cottemiand was cor
chair of the State “2007 PE Day at the Capital EVen

Julia Harrod is dedicated to her family, her fimngd her profession. In her
words: “Becoming an active member of ASCE hasyeatde a difference
to me — interacting with other like-minded professils gives me an
overwhelming sense of pride in what we represedtranst importantly, in
what we do. | love being an engineer and want tdicoe to be an integral
part of ASCE to allow others to benefit from thgammization like | have.”




June Meeting Sponsor:
Huitt-Zollars, Inc.

Huitt-Zollars, Inc. (HZ) was founded in 1975 and & Top 150
Engineering firm according to Engineering News RdcoThe firm is a
multi-discipline organization with 500 people in I#fices in the
western United States.

The overall corporate profile and areas of spegéin include projects
in transportation, public works, urban and land elepment,
environmental and building facilities.

HZ has a strong record of undertaking complex awersle projects for
numerous clients. Some of the recent high profilesjthat we have
completed or are working on include the following:
-the new North Operations Facility for Capital kein Austin
-on call bridge engineering for the TXDOT Bridgevidion
-IH 35 Ramp Reversals and Direct Connector for TRBOT
San Antonio District
-SH 16 Toll Feasibility Study for the TxDOT Austiistrict
-Major airfield expansion at DFW International part
-Multiple sections of the SH 190 toll road in Gl
-Multiple projects for Harris County Toll Road Audrity in
Houston
-GEC for the 21 Mile DART rail starter system iall2s
-Part of the Program Management team for SH 13@h&
Austin area
-The Woodall Rogers Freeway Extension Bridge inld3a
normally referred to as the Calatrava bridgds & cable stayed,
segmental structure with a center arch, the spagth is 1600
feet
-Major building programs for the INS, Corps of Hmgrs,
Military housing privatization, universities ancblleges, and
specialized vehicular maintenance and operati@méecs. For
the latter, HZ is currently working on six of teegrojects
for federal, municipal, and transit clients.

In the Austin region, HZ has completed projectstfer TXDOT Austin
District, TXDOT San Antonio District, TXDOT BridgBivision, Texas
Turnpike Authority Division, Austin Bergstrom Airpp and other
clients.

If you would like to have more information on Hu#tollars, please
contact Van Short, PE at 512-923-3223short@huitt-zollars.com




April Briefing
from the University of Texas at Austin ASCE StudentChapter
By Marco Guzman

The semester has finally come to an end. Somethihimk most of us
thought would never happen. It was a tough, gngedichool year for our
student members. | think the summer will provebégoa much needed
break for all of our students. Most of our membeil$ be joining you,
the professionals as they venture out into the ingrivorld for the many.
summer internships earned with their hard work dedication to their
studies; so teach them everything you know.

This school year turned out to be a great on®&JIOASCE. We
successfully completed and competed in both of doechnical
competitions. For the second consecutive year SCR earned a trip to
nationals with a second place finish at the redios&el bridge
competition. We had numerous professionals, reptex) various
companies and differing interests, come to UT apdak with our
students. We participated in a number of commusgtyice projects and
held different social events with different orgaatian. This year also
saw the gap between the professionals and thergtugew considerably
smaller.

As we look towards next year we can only hope tehhe same
level of success and fun that this years group Miih the leadership of
UT ASCE once again changing hands | know the ndigess will work
hard to keep up the level of commitment and deitindb the society.

From all of us at UT ASCE we would like to thankckaand
every professional that had a hand in helping UTCESn any way,
shape, or form this year. We could not have had/éa we did without
the support of the professional chapter and its begm

Ryan Rush will be our new corporate relations effiand will
take over writing these monthly updates that keep ywformed about
what UT ASCE is doing. Hol Gaskill will be servings our vice
president and I, Marco Guzman will be serving as tlew president,
Check out our website atww.ut-asce.orgor a complete listing of our
new officers. Please feel free to contact any ®fifuyou have any,
guestion or would like to get involved with UT ASCEDnce again we
thank you for your support and we are looking faxveo working with
even more of you next year.




Your Article Goes Here...

Do you have an interesting topic or article thai yuld like to see in
the Austin Branch ASCE Newsletter. Well...This isiya@hance.
Submit your article to Tony Buonodono, Communicasi®irector, at
tbuonodono@apaienv.coby the first of the month and your article
could be here. Possible article topics includetlgt on an Austin
Branch Member, Engineering in the News, or any rotihygic you find
interesting.

Courtesy ofvww.asce.org

Move Beyond Sound-bites and “Armchair” Theories to Make the Nation
Safer From Disaster, Engineers Say
Lessons from Katrina Studies Can Benefit Communities Nationwide

Reston, Va. —Almost two years have passed since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
devastated New Orleans and the Gulf Coast. The nation has invested millions of
dollars in research conducted by the world’s leading engineers and scientists.
Do we now have definitive answers to what went wrong and, more importantly,
can that knowledge make us safer?

In a report issued today by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE),
experts who have studied the disaster make public their opinions about what
went wrong in New Orleans—and why.

“It's so easy to react to armchair theories and colorful sound-bites,” said David
Daniel, PhD, P.E., president of the University of Texas at Dallas and chair of the
ASCE Hurricane Katrina External Review Panel. “Few people have the time to
sort through 7,000 pages of technical data. Unfortunately, people sometimes
end up making policy based on headlines, not science. In our report, we offer a
rational basis from which the nation can move forward.”

With the start of another hurricane season upon us, experts from the External
Review Panel say that the findings from the research efforts conducted after
Hurricane Katrina in some cases challenge conventional wisdom. The
conclusions of the research also hold important lessons that extend beyond New
Orleans and the Gulf Coast to affect:

Areas protected by levee systems throughout the U.S.;
Hurricane-prone coastal communities;

Population centers located in areas at high risk from natural disasters
including flooding, wildfires, and earthquakes; and

Large-scale and complex engineering projects or agencies responsible
for major infrastructure.

The ASCE External Review Panel was established at the request of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to conduct real-time expert peer review of
the USACE'’s Interagency Performance Evaluation Taskforce (IPET). The IPET
has published a nearly 7,000-page report documenting its findings. In addition,
reports have been issued by research teams organized by the University of
California, Berkeley, with funding from the National Science Foundation, and by
Louisiana State University.

Taken together, these reports represent a body of scientific research that can
provide clear direction for national and local authorities charged with protecting
communities from natural and man-made disasters. The External Review Panel
warns, however, that science may be overshadowed by lingering misperceptions
and unsubstantiated theories.




2006-2007 OFFICERS COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President
Dale Murphy, PE
K Friese & Associates, Inc.

338-170

President-Elect
Kelly Barney, PE
Bury + Partners

VP-Programs
Julia Harrod, PE 453-076
Martinez Wright and Mendez, Inc.

Communications Director
Tony Buonodono, EIT
Alan Plummer Associates, Inc.

State Director
David Matocha
Hanson Pipe and Precast

385-395

Secretary
Jamie Farris, PE 416-256
Texas Dept. of Transportation

Treasurer
Curtis Steger, PE 346-818
Holford Group - Development

Younger Member Director
Robert Scholz, PE 327-684
PBS&J

Past President
Saul Nuccitelli, PE
PBS&J

327-684

328-0011

452-590p

Membership
1 David Calabuig Sr., P.E. 225-1370
Continuing Education
Craig A. Chesser, EIT 338-2716
Public Relations
Linda Barlow, PE 447-9081
; History and Heritage

Melinda Luna, PE  473-3200 x2396

Honors

Garabed Harutunian, PE 371-3535

Corporate Sponsorship

Clint Harris, PE 926-665(

UT Student Chapter Contact
Brandon Hammann 328-5771

EWeek / Student Outreach Committee

7 Laura McKay, EIT 314-3106
Website
Dale Murphy, PE 338-1704
1 Scholarship
Rose Marie Klee, PE 416-2308

Community Service
0 Stan Hopfe, PE 416-2324

Golf Tournament
Kim Patak, P.E

Nominations
Saul Nuccitelli, P.E., CFM 342-3291

) 451-7955

Newsletter Articles

Do you have an article you'd like to sub
to the Austin Branch Newslette
Submissions are due by the end of
preceding month and should be made to
Communications Director, Tony Buonodo
attbuonodono@apaienv.com

Want to Get Involved?

nif you'd like to get involved in Austin Brang
ASCE, please contact the chair of
tbemmittee you are interested in or the Bra
fPesident for more information.
no

Update Your ASCE Contact Info

h  The Austin Branch sends out the vast
hemajority of our notices through e-mail. If
ngyour email address changes, make sure and
update it with National ASCE. The easieft
way to do this is on their website at
www.asce.org/myprofile

Austin Branch Sponsorships

2007 Austin Branch sponsorships are

available. Sponsors get advertising in
Newsletter, on our Website, or during
meeting, with distribution to over 900 Aus
area engineers. See our web
(www.austinasce.ojgor more information.

Branch Meeting Speakers

Olhe Austin Branch is always looking for go
ppresentations for our monthly meetings. |If y
are interested in giving a technical presentq
ior have a recommendation for a presentg
Sieease contact our VP-Programs, Julia Harr

nd
ou
tion
tion
hd.

The Austin Branch Newsletter
is published monthly, except
in July and August.

Austin Branch - ASCE
c/o Tony Buonodono
6300 La Calma Drive
Suite 400

Austin, Texas 78752
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