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American Society of Civil Engineers

JANUARY MEETING

When:
Tuesday — January 16, 2007

Agenda:
Social - 11:30 to 12:00
Lunch/Speaker — 12:00 to 1:00

Where:
Embassy Suites North
5901 N. IH 35

Cost:
$15 with Reservations
$5 for Government/Students
Extra $5 without Reservations
Online Credit Card Payment Availabls

Reservations:
Reserve by Noon Friday
January 12 on our website at
www.austinasce.org/meeting.htm

Program:
City of Austin Bond Election was a
Success — What's Next?
By Joe Ramos, P.E., COA

Main Menu:

Main — Lemon Chicken

Veg. — Angel Hair Pasta
Sponsor:(see page 5 or more info.)

““"Hanson

ASCE INFO/CONTACTS

ASCE National Hotline:
800-548-ASCE

Join/Update Membership Info:
www.asce.org/membership

Austin Branch Website:
www.austinasce.org

Texas Section Website:
www.texasce.org
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President’'s Message...
By Dale P. Murphy, PE

Don't you like the sound of “2007,” kind of feel&é a lucky year doesn’t
it? Well, 'm going to start off with optimism andigh expectations
anyway. Here at the Austin Branch we have stathedear off right...for
thethird year in a row we have received the Outstanding Large Branch
Award for Regions 3, 6 and 7. These regions cduerstates in the
Midwest and Central United States, from Texas tonrMdsota and
Colorado to Ohio (take that Buckeyes). Past-PessjdSaul Nuccitelli,
and all of the officers, committee chairs, comnaittemembers, and

Continued on Page 2

January Meeting Topic: The City of Austin 2006 Bonl Election was a
success!...What happens next?
By Joe Ramos, PE, City of Austin Assistant Direofd®ublic Works

Joe Ramos, PE, City of Austin Assistant DirectorPoblic Works, will

present information regarding the City’s plansdaling the 2006 bond
election. All 7 propositions passed — programs #Huddressed long-term
capital investments meeting both municipal and aeaji goals for
providing quality public services and respondin@entral Texas' growth!

The City Council appointed a citizen Bond Electidtvisory Committee
(BEAC) in February 2005 to make recommendationspoojects and
programs for that bond program. The BEAC preseitsadcommendation
to the Council in February 2006. Council voted tddhithe Bond Election
in November 2006 and received a series of briefamgsrecommendations
on different project and program areas from staff. May, Council
conducted two Public Hearings to receive additian@iten input on the
Bond Election. Council used the BEAC recommendatgiaff briefings
and public input to determine the bond program tloaers were asked to
consider in November. On June 8, 2006 the City Cibwstablished the
following bond propositions to be presented tovbters at a special bond
election in November 2006.

Number Proposition Amount
1 Transportation $ 103,100,000
2 Drainage & Water Quality Protection $ 145,000,00
3 Parks Facilities & Parkland $ 84,700,000
4 Community & Cultural Facilities $ 31,500,000
5 Affordable Housing $ 55,000,000
6 Central Library $ 90,000,000
7 Public Safety Facilities $ 58,100,000
TOTAL $ 567,400,000
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President’s Messac - Continued from Page

volunteers who lead and participated in our numerevents last year
deserve a big congratulations!

For the 29 straight year, the Austin Branch will be partidipg in Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Central Texas annual Bowot Kids Sake
fundraiser, with our bowling event scheduled fobeary 24" at 8:30
PM at Highland Lanes. Last year the Austin Bramade five 5-person
teams which raised over $5,000. This year weaokithg to expand our
involvement and already have commitments for 1s&eand hope to add
several more. Participants are asked to solicitations from their
friends, family and co-workers through a web basestem that makes it
very easy, with each bowler committing to raiseeast $125.

We are looking for people who are willing to be e&aptains who
would recruit 4 additional co-workers or friendsfesm a team of thein
own. If you'd like to participate but don’'t haveeam, we can put teams
together for you or you can just donate to one wf ASCE teams or
bowlers as well. For more information on how yaum dave fun bowling
with your colleagues while raising money for a g@adise, please check
the Austin Branch website or feel free to contaet miaving been a ‘Big
Brother’ for over a year now, | can tell you fitsand what a wonderful
organization BBBS is, and how it positively impa¢te lives of the
‘Littles’ as well as ‘Bigs.’

| am happy to announce that there were over 140bmesrand guests at
our December Branch meeting to hear Mr. Lance KinmE of the
TBPE give an ethics and PE rules presentation, mgaki one of our
largest meetings in history. With another greatager this month, |
expect a large crowd again, so please make sureR&wP and arrive
early to the meeting so we can get everyone cheickediope your 2007
Is starting off well, see you at the meeting.

Younger Members Forum
By Jamie Farris, P.E., YMF President

Yva

The board members and committee members of theinAlanch
Younger Member Forum (YMF) would like to wish eveng a happy
new year. Start your new year off by getting imeal with a volunteer or
professional organization. ASCE is a great wapémt fellow engineers
and play a part in the civil engineering communityAustin, TX. The
YMF links engineers who specialize in different ageof Civil
engineering, who are reaching for some of the sgoas, and who are
around the same point in their career. The YMB glovides a link to
the Civil engineering students at the UniversityTekas with the Austin
Branch.

PE Review Course
It is that time of year for those taking the SpriR§g Exam to start
thinking about studying. The Austin ASCE YMF hostsPE Review

Continued on Page 3




YMF - Continued from Page

course on Saturdays with an excellent slate ofrunsirs, including
several UT professors and experienced local priviests. The course
consists of a one-hour introduction session, S8etfr@ur subject
sessions, and an optional student-run review dBjease check thée
website for more information and for registraticates.

UT vs. A&M Basketball Game

Join us on February 28 for the UT vs. Texas A&MKedisall game. We

will meet at Scholz’s Beer Garden at 5:30 for happyr and then head
to the game around 7:30. The tickets are $6/pergtirase check the
Austin Branch website for information in the nexiuple of weeks on

how to reserve a ticket. It will be “first comefirst serve” for the 60

seats available.

January Happy Hour

Last month’s Happy Hour on Decemberf"1& Buffalo Billiards was a
great way to end the work day. The ASCE YMF paiddio hour of pool
and appetizers. If you are a young professioraitg to network with
other Austin civil engineers, please join us at oext Happy Hour,
which will be Wednesday, January 17th at 300 Austin Bowling
Lanes(old AMF Showplace Lanes — 9504 N IH 34&)6:00 PM. YMF
will be providing appetizers. Please check the website for upcoming
events or if you are interested in volunteeringiw.austinasce.org

Robert E. Lee’s Texas Experiences
By Melinda Luna, P.E. and Bill Stoner, P.E.

Robert E Lee, famous as the Confederate Generaln@orting the
Army of Northern Virginia, was an accomplished ewgir; he was an
officer trained in the French classical engineesiige taught at West
Point. After graduating second in his class in 1829vent to work for
the Corps of Engineers. He gained years of expegig/orking on Forts
along New York Harbor and worked on navigation pct§ on the
Mississippi River. During his career, Lee spenn®&imths in Texas. His
experiences taught him to adapt to adverse conditemd his time in
Texas molded him into a field leader and strategidts command at
Camp Cooper, located in Throckmorton County, gaven hhe
opportunity to work with officers of multiple sepd branches, including TN
the infantry, cavalry and quartermaster. The damntation of his Texas ASCE CALENDAR

experience is primarily recorded in his letterfi®family as well as his

military records. Jan. 16 ASCE Branch Membership
. . . ) . Meeting, 12:00 PM Embassy
Lee’s first assignment in Texas was in May of 18déring The U.S. Suites North, 5901 N. IH 35

and Mexican War in San Antonio. He assisted Cap¥illiam D.
Fraser in planning roads, building bridges, andldmg a pontoon
bridge over the Rio Grande River. The improveddraad bridge was

Jan. 17 ASCE Younger Members
Happy Hour at Austin 300

i Bowling All
about 32 miles from Eagle Pass and was used tc drosps and owling Alley
supplies over the border. He left Texas the follmxmonth. Jan. 26 GeoSan Antonio Geotechnig
Seminar

The years between The US and Mexican War and thié\War were a _ .
period of expansion on the frontier. During thise Texas joined thé | Jan- 27  Austin ASCE Capital Area
United States. Congress authorized the formatiadmwofnew regiments Food Bank Volunteer Day

Continued on Page 4




January 17-19 — San Antonio, TX
HEC-RAS Computer Workshop

January 25-26 — Austin, TX
Design of Buildings in Coastal
Regions
January 25-26 — Dallas, TX
Bridge Rehabilitation

March 29-30 — San Antonio, TX
Prep of Contract Docs/Specs

For more information go to:
www.asce.org/conted/seminars

CONTINUING ED

History and Heritage- Continued from Page

for the frontier in 1855. Lee was given his firsimemand and transferred
from his role of post engineer to lieutenant colonghe Second Cavalry,
one of the new regiments. The Second Cavalry boasteextraordinary
roster of officers who would become famous in theilQVar. The
Commanding Officer of the Second Cavalry was Cdldxieert Sydney
Johnston. Other southern officers included Lieut&i@olonel Robert E.
Lee, Majors, William J. Hardee, and George H. Then@ompany Grade
officers assigned to the regiment included Captger| Van Dorn and
Kirby Smith and Lieutenants, Hood, Fields, Cosbwjdd, Fitzhugh Lee,
Johnson, Palmer, and Stoneman, all of whom becamergl officers for
the Confederacy, with the exception of Thomas. tarant’s Johnson,
Palmer, and Stoneman would be generals in the Ukiioy.

Ten years later, in 1846 Lee would travel back éad@k to command the
Second Calvary at Camp Cooper. There were thretersg, or lines of
forts in this region. The First were federal gowaent forts to help and
assist in the annexation of Texas. Forts Masoogi@an, Graham, Worth
and Gates were federal forts. The second line Werdier outposts and
included Camp Cooper, Forts Belknap, Phantom Hilhadbourne,

McKavett and Camp Colorado. The third line of $oguarded the Rio
Grande from Brownsville to El Paso. These fortduded Fort Brown,

Ringgold (Rio Grande City), McIntosh (Laredo), Daaind others.

While at Camp Cooper, Lee scouted areas to edtatdiservations for
Indians and make notes of water sources and otiseurces the Indians
would need to survive. The main mission of Camppi&s was to protect
the area from Comanche attacks. In June 1856, feith squadrons of
cavalry from Camp Cooper and Forts Mason and Chaudleo he led a
1,600-mile, 40-day expedition out to the foothiisthe Llano Estacado.
They scouted the headwaters of the Colorado, Byaaas Wichita rivers
and captured three Comanche in a skirmish. Shaftgr returning, Lee
was called to San Antonio to take command of thgntent because
Colonel Johnston had been ordered to Washingtan ABgonio was the
location of the Federal Arsenal and the base oftwas movement of
new settlers. San Antonio afforded Lee more piepduties, but he did
not remain long. He returned to Washington and atht@red the estate
of his deceased father-in-law. In October 1859 lgsenmanded &
detachment of marines which captured John Brown hasdabolitionist
followers.

Lee remained with his family until February 13, @8@hen he returned
to San Antonio to assume command of his regimentMarch 15 he left
San Antonio for Fort Ringgold and Fort Brown to gug Juan N. Cortina.
Although he was unable to trap him, he succeedes@dnring a promise
from Mexican officials that they would effect therest. Eight months
later he sought the seclusion of his regimentaldfearters at Fort
Mason.

After turning down President Lincoln’s offer to corand Union forces,

on February 13, 1861, Robert E. Lee joined the &derfate Army and

led the Army of Northern Virginia. After the wargk was the appointed
President of Washington College, (now called Wagtoin and Lee

University) in Lexington, Virginia. Lee felt thatlacating engineers was
the best part of his career. He passed away arb@ci2, 1870.




January Meeting Sponsor:

Hanson Pipe & Precasthas been supplying reinforced concrete pipe ir
the greater Austin area for many years. Many ef‘ld timers” still
call us Gifford-Hill on occasion. Even today,stnot that uncommon to
hear of contractors finding concrete pipe on aqmiopupplied by us
back in the '40's and 50’'s! Many roads and buiinn the greater
Austin area sit on top of Hanson pipe.

Hanson has recently changed its name to Hanson &ipeecast to
reflect the capability to supply jobs with not omginforced concrete
pipe and box, but also concrete bridge structumemholes, junction
boxes, inlets and vaults. Hanson Pipe and Preaast offers our
expertise to help with any design issues concernonrrete drainage
needs. Hanson has just recently issued a newogatiaht reflects its

many offerings in the precast arena.

David Matocha is Hanson’s Technical Resource Manggedhe central
Texas area and serves as a resource to help with next project.
David is a two time Past President of the Austiari®h and currently
serves the Austin Branch as Texas Section Dirdotoa second term|
He also serves on the board of the Greater Austintr@ctors and
Engineers Association. He may be reached @ 512814 or

david.matocha@hanson.fiar your pipe and precast needs.

Capital Area Food Bank Fund Drive Results & Volunteer Day
January 27"

The Austin Branch collected $543 in monetary dametiduring the
months of October, November, and December, whidhfeed 2,715
hungry children, adults, and seniors in the Auatiea. Way to go Austin
Branch!

Additionally, a volunteer day at the Food Bank lhaen identified to
allow even more participation from the Austin Bran@he Food Bank
provides a meaningful volunteer experience in aitpes safe

environment. The Austin Branch has identified Jan&y, 2007 from

1:00 pm to 4:00 pm for our volunteer day at thed=-Bank. As last year,
we will be volunteering in Product Recovery fromigh you get an
inside look at the Food Bank’s work; you evaluat@ated products to

determine what is safe for distribution. "Recovér@@ms are then
sorted, boxed, and made available for distributmrPartner Agencies
and their clients. Please contact Shane Webewaber@pbsj.com
(512) 342-3223, to sign up for the Austin BranchG&SVolunteer Day
at the Food Bank.

Let’'s show our community that civil engineers waokimprove lives in
many ways, and one way is by providing supporth® Capital Area
Food Bank and Central Texans in n¢




The Austin Chapter of ASCE would like to form aabdransportation
and Development Institute Committee. If you arefiested please contact
Bill Stoner at bstoner@sunlandgrp.comor Philip Fulton at
philip.fulton@hdrinc.com Once we have a list of interested people, 'we
will set up a kick-off meeting in January. For maméormation about the
Institute, you can check the national committee siteb at
http://www.tanddi.org/inside/mission.cfm

GEOTECHNICAL SEMINAR
GEO-SAN ANTONIO 2007
JANUARY 26, 2007
BUENA VISTA CONFERENCE CENTER
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT
SAN ANTONIO, DOWNTOWN CAMPUS
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
This first annual geotechnical seminar provides caurh for the
presentation of a wide variety of geotechnical dfieldesign, and
construction-related topics. This year we are hedoto have as
presenters Lyman Reese, Stephen Wright, Jean-Lu&aud3 Douglas
Steadman, Ken Rainwater, John Focht Il and Hudsatiogk. Please
join us for what promises to be an interesting imfomative program. A
certificate verifying 8.0 Professional Developmeiaurs will be provided
to registered attendees upon request.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

All professionals who are involved in geotechnieaploration, design,
construction, or observation should attend.

This would include:

« Engineers/Geologists

« University Instructors

* Engineering Students

» Technicians/Contractors

INFORMATION

ADMISSION to the seminar is by registration. To @m@s admission,
complete the registration and mail early.

THE REGISTRATION FEE covers coffee breaks, lunchd drandout
material.

REFUNDS will be made if the conference is canceled the applicant
cancels no later than five working days prior te tonference date.
MAIL your registration and fee to:

GEO-SAN ANTONIO 2007

c/o Coy D. Armstrong PE

Bury + Partners - SA Inc.

922 Isom Road Suite 100

San Antonio TX 78216

SPONSORED BY:

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS,

TEXAS SECTION, SAN ANTONIO BRANCH

IN COOPERATION WITH:

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL ENGINEERING




Government Employee Membership Grants
By Kelly A. Barney, P.E.

As you are probably aware, many ASCE members agpoged by a
government agency that does not reimburse therthéar ASCE dues.
The Austin Branch Board has implemented a new progto help
encourage participation in ASCE by those who arpleyed by these
government agencies. For 2007, the Branch willrdwao grants (in
the form of a reimbursement) that will cover 20G&tional and local
ASCE dues for government employees who fit thisegaty.

Additionally, the applicants must be age 35 or wratethe time of the
grant.

The simple, one page, application forms must beetliin by January
26" 2007 for consideration for this grant. The prhiynariteria

evaluated for granting of this award will be prewso current, and
planned ASCE activities that the applicant hasigipgted in. Please
see the Branch website for the form and additiorfatmation

November Briefing from the University of Texas at Aistin ASCE
Student chapter
By Marco Guzman

Another year has come to an end for the Universityexas
ASCE chapter. This past year saw UT ASCE haveobiis best years
to date. For that, we have our many dedicatedearfito thank and you,
the professional community. The past year had students getting
more involved then ever before. The same can he & our
involvement on the professional level. The interigs our chapter
displayed by companies this year was phenomenag csinot thank
each and every one of you enough for the suppat Was given.
Facilities tours, Friday's in the park, technicatlegentations, and
sponsorship for our steel bridge team are just sofnthe ways that
companies lent a helping hand. As we look tow#rdscoming year we
have nothing but the highest of expectations farahapter. 2006 was
great, but we know we can make 2007 amazing.

We kick off the year with the steel bridge competit in
Lubbock on the second weekend in January. We tom®me away
with an even better finish at the regional leved an return trip to
nationals. The steel bridge competition will bédwed by the region 6
leadership conference in Milwaukee Wisconsin whvesewill have four
members attending in early February. In the sprvegwill send a team
to compete in the concrete canoe races in Tyles.alvays we will be
holding our twice monthly meetings with sponsorcmmpanies. We
haveKlotz Associatesstarting off the year to speak with our students
about the areas of transportation, land developnat public works.
We are always looking for new companies and newsde educate our
students. If you are interested please feel foeeontact me with any
guestions.

In 2007, all of us at UT ASCE will work towards wtling the
tradition of serving our fellow civil engineeringlassmates as the
students who have come before us have in years past

To keep up with our chapter, find ways to get imgdiwith UT
or to contact any officer please visit our web sitwww.u-asce.ort.
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2006-2007 OFFICERS COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President Membership
Dale Murphy, PE 338-1704 David Calabuig Sr., P.E. 225-1370
K Friese & Associates, Inc.

Continuing Education

President-Elect Craig A. Chesser, EIT 338-2716
Kelly Barney, PE 328-0011 Public Relations
Bury + Partners Linda Barlow, PE 447-9081
VP-Programs ; :
Julia Harrod, PE 453-076) History and Heritage

Martinez Wright and Mendez, Inc. Melinda Luna, PE  473-3200 x2396

Communications Director Honors
i - g
Tony Buonodono, EIT 452-5005 Garabed Harutunian, PE .371 3535
Alan Plummer Associates, Inc. _ Corporate Sponsorship
. Clint Harris, PE 926-665(
State Director
David Matocha 385-3951 UT Student Chapter Contact
Hanson P|pe and Products Brandon Hammann 328-5771
Secretary EWeek / Student Outreach Committeg
Jamie Farris, PE 416-25¢7 Laura McKay, EIT 314-3106
Texas Dept. of Transportation Website
Treasurer Dale Murphy, PE 338-1704
Curtis Steger, PE 346-811 Scholarship
Holford Group - Development Rose Marie Klee, EIT 416-2308
Younger Member Director Community Service
Robert Scholz, PE 327-6840 stan Hopfe, PE 416-2324
PBS&J
) Golf Tournament
_Past President Kim Patak, P.E 451-7955
Saul Nuccitelli, PE 327-684( L
PBS&J Nominations

Saul Nuccitelli, P.E., CFM 342-3291

Newsletter Articles Want to Get Involved? Update Your ASCE Contact Info

Do you have an article you'd like to subrlf you'd like to get involved in Austin BranghThe Austin Branch sends out the vpast
to the Austin Branch Newslette| ASCE, please contact the chair of [meajority of our notices through e-mail. |If
Submissions are due by the end of [themmittee you are interested in or the Bragbur email address changes, make sure|and

preceding month and should be made to| fAresident for more information. update it with National ASCE. The easipst
Communications Director, Tony Buonodoho way to do this is on their website [at
attbuonodono@apaienv.com www.asce.org/myprofile

Austin Branch Sponsorships Branch Meeting Speakers

2007 Austin Branch sponsorships are rnoMie Austin Branch is always looking for gopd
available. Sponsors get advertising in ppresentations for our monthly meetings. If you
Newsletter, on our Website, or during| @e interested in giving a technical presentation
meeting, with distribution to over 900 Ausiior have a recommendation for a presentgtion
area engineers. See our webpjease contact our VP-Programs, Julia Harrgd.
(www.austinasce.ojgor more information.

The Austin Branch Newsletter Austin Branch - ASCE Place

is published monthly, except c/o Tony Buonodono Postage

in July and August. 6300 La Calma Drive Here
Suite 400

Austin, Texas 78752
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