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MARCH MEETING 
When: 
 Tuesday – April 17, 2007 
Agenda: 
 Social - 11:30 to 12:00 
 Lunch/Speaker – 12:00 to 1:00 
Where: 
 Embassy Suites North 
 5901 N. IH 35 
Cost: 
 $15 with Reservations 
 $5 for Government/Students 
 Extra $5 without Reservations 
We now accept Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover and Amex through Paypal 
(We also have express check-in if you 
prepay) 
Reservations: 

Reserve by Noon Friday  
April 13th on our website at 
www.austinasce.org/meeting.htm 

Program: 
Design Issues for Retaining Walls 
and Bridge Approaches 
By Marcus J. Galvan, PE of TxDOT 

Main Menu: 
 Main – Grilled Chicken Breast 
 Veg. – Angel Hair Pasta 
Sponsor: (see page 4 or more info.) 
 

 

ASCE INFO/CONTACTS 
ASCE National Hotline: 
 800-548-ASCE 
Join/Update Membership Info: 
 www.asce.org/membership 
Austin Branch Website: 
 www.austinasce.org 
Texas Section Website: 
 www.texasce.org  

President’s Message… 
By Dale P. Murphy, PE 

 
Here at the Austin Branch we are extremely lucky to have so many 
members interested in serving on the Board, or as a Committee Chair, or 
just as a volunteer at one of our many events.  This month I thought I’d 
recognize a couple of these invaluable volunteers who hold positions that 
maybe aren’t as glamorous as some others, but are vitally important to the 
Branch.   
 
Rose Marie Klee currently serves as Vice-President of the Younger 
Member Forum and also as Scholarship Chair for the Branch.  As Vice-
President of YMF, Rose Marie is responsible for setting up and running 
the PE Review Course twice each year.  Rose Marie was the driving force 
behind starting the PE Review Course last year and it has paid off huge 
dividends for the Branch by becoming the primary funding source of 
YMF’s activities.  In her capacity as Scholarship Chair, she spent a 
tremendous amount of time this year recruiting scholarship applicants and 
also reviewing the applications.  Her enthusiasm for the scholarship 
program resulted in the most applications ever received by the branch and 

Continued on Page 2 

Retaining Walls and Bridge Approaches: Design and Performance 
Issues 
  

TxDOT Engineer, Marcus J. Galvan, P.E. 
will be discussing key elements in the 
design, detailing and construction of 
various wall types.  In addition, he will be 
covering construction related issues 
dealing with settlement at bridge 
approaches.  Mr. Galvan is a geotechnical 
engineer with 18 year experience, 
including 15 years with TxDOT.  He 
currently works in the Geotechnical 
Branch and has previous experience in the 
Soils and Aggregate and Bridges and 
Structures branches.  

 
Marcus Galvan received both his MSCE and BSCE from UT Austin. He 
has specialized in geotechnical and structural engineering throughout his 
career. Please come out and join your fellow ASCE members to hear Mr. 
Galvan share his previous experience with various types of retaining wall 
structure 
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a doubling in the amount of money given to University of Texas students.  
Rose Marie is an invaluable asset to the Branch who can be counted on to 
take on the more daunting tasks with enthusiasm and pride. 
 
A second person that I’d like to recognize is Tony Buonodono for his 
work as Communications Director.  The Communications Director 
position is responsible for putting together these newsletters every month 
and overseeing the content of the Branch website.  Having held that 
position myself in the past, it is truly one of the most time consuming 
positions on the Board and takes dedication to get it pulled together on 
time and looking good; luckily for the Branch Tony has done tremendous 
job.    
 
The Austin Branch is beginning its search for Board members and 
Chairpersons for the 2007-2008 year.  If you are interested in serving the 
Branch in an official manner please contact Saul Nuccitelli or myself. 
 
At this month’s Branch Meeting we will be honoring Austin Branch 
members who have been elevated to the status of Life Member by 
National ASCE.  The newly inducted Life Members are Harvey Treybig, 
Garabed Harutunian, Dr. James Duke Jr., Dr. Lial Tischler, Clifford 
Clottey, David Laughlin, and Reinold Von Fange.  So, come to the 
meeting, get some PDHs, do some mingling with your peers, and honor 
our new Life Members…hope to see you there. 
 

����������������	���	�
����������������������������	���	�
����������������������������	���	�
����������������������������	���	�
���������������	 ���	���	���	� ��� 
By: Jamie F. Farris, P.E., YMF President 
 
Spring is definitely here and is evident by the sea of bluebonnets along the 
roadside and the excitement of the March Madness basketball tournament.  
It is also the season of the P.E. Exam and the ending of the Westpoint 
Bridge Design Contest. 
 
On March 7th the YMF board members and committee members met at 
the Tavern to discuss ideas for special events, fundraising, and happy 
hours.  Many ideas were circulated and everyone left with an idea to 
research.  The board was updated on the West Point Bridge Design 
Contest, Treasurer’s Report, 2008 Leadership Conference, and P.E. 
Review Course. 
 
The P.E. Exam is scheduled for Friday, April 20th, which is 3 weeks from 
when this article is written.  E.I.T.’s all over Austin are studying and 
working problems for this huge milestone in their career. The Austin 
YMF P.E. Review Course is in full swing right now with six classes 
down and two more to follow.  There are an excellent slate of instructors, 
including several UT professors and experienced local professionals.  
Please consider this course later on this year as a study option if you are 
planning on taking the exam in the fall.  There has been excellent 
feedback from past students and this is the only Austin based P.E. Review 
course. 

Continued on Page 3 

President’s Message - Continued from Page 1 
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ASCE CALENDAR 
 

April 11-15    Spring Texas Section 
Meeting - Tyler 

 
 

April 17  ASCE Branch Membership 
Meeting, 12:00 PM Embassy 
Suites North, 5901 N. IH 35 

 

April 18    ACEA Central Texas 
Infrastructure Design and 
Construction Symposium 

 
 

May 15      ASCE Branch Membership 
Meeting, 12:00 PM Embassy 
Suites North, 5901 N. IH 35 

 

West 12th Street Bridge over Waller Creek 
By Melinda Luna, P.E. 
 

In 1928, the City of Austin 
adopted a 20 year plan for 
roads, schools, parks, and other 
civic necessities such as fire 
stations.   The movement for 
this plan was started in 1924 
and was the first of its kind in 
75 years when the City set out 
to have a long range plan.  The 
“City Beautiful” emphasized 
the importance of preserving 

the City of Austin’s beauty while providing the necessary civil works.  
This was a 4.25 million dollar plan (42.3 million in today’s dollars).  A 
part of this plan was the building of the Waller Creek Bridge on West 
12th street just east of the Capital.  
 
As part of the “City Beautiful” plan, the road was to be widened into a 
boulevard.  Carl Levander, City engineer, designed twin structures using 
a closed spandrel arch to accommodate the boulevard widening.  The 
bridges are a two span bridge with a total length of 71 feet crossing 
Waller Creek.  The bridges are about 32 feet-6 inches wide.  Built in 
1931, the bridges still carries traffic, most of which are visitors to the 
Texas Capitol (the average daily traffic is about 3000). 
 

The West Point Bridge Design Contest is underway and is open to all 
Austin students aging 13 to 12th grade.  The West Point Bridge Design 
Contest is a nationwide Internet-based competition intended to promote 
math, science, and technology education in US middle schools and high 
schools.  Brandon Hammann and Charlotte Amato visited Bowie High 
School students to teach them about bridge design and using the West 
Point Bridge Design Software.   

The Austin YMF is proud to host the 2008 Multi-Regional Leadership 
Conference for Regions 3, 6, and 7, and has put together a committee to 
plan for this milestone event.  The conference will take place on January 
25-26, 2008 at the Austin Marriot North.  Please place this on your 
calendars today as we will have plenty of informative sessions, as well 
as a fun-filled evening in Austin, Texas.  We need volunteers to help 
show our visitors around Austin and to help organize this event!   

For the March happy hour, the YMF met at Little Woodrow’s on 6th 
Street.  It was a great way to enjoy the Austin weather and watch the 
March Madness basketball games.  Our next event will be on Thursday, 
April 25th and we will be taking a tour of the University of Texas 
football stadium.  We will be meeting at 6:15.  Check the website for 
upcoming events or if you have any great ideas to contribute to the YMF 
at http://www.austinasce.org/ymf.htm   
 

YMF - Continued from Page 2 

Continued on Page 4 
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CONTINUING ED 
 

June 21-22 – Austin, TX 
 Fundamentals of Earthquake 

Engineering 
 

June 14-15 – San Antonio, TX 
 Pumping Systems Design 
 

September 13-14 – Dallas, TX 
 Design and Evaluation of Highway 

Bridge Superstructures Using 
LRFD 

 
 

For more information go to: 
 www.asce.org/conted/seminars  

Exposed aggregate on the outside of the structure was used to enhance the 
look along with a balustrade railing.  The use of concrete allowed builders 
to create an aesthetically pleasing bridge while still being economical.  
The closed arch is usually filled in with rubble and costing less than a 
more labor intensive open spandrel arch.   
 
Carl Levander was an engineer with the City of Austin for 28 years.  He 
was hired by Adam Johnson, the city’s first City Manager to work on the 
sewer system in Austin but served many functions.  A graduate of 
Valparaiso University in Indiana, Levander grew up in Connecticut.  
Eventually he was made Director of Public Works for the City in 1949.  
He retired from the City and joined Walter Seaholm who was also a 
former City manager, who started a consulting firm in Austin.  More 
research is needed to see just how many bridges were built by Levander 
during his time with the City of Austin.   
 
If you are ever in the area, the seventy-six year old bridge is worth the 
time to stop and view another historic Austin civil engineering project. 
 
Note:  Special Thanks to Margaret Schlankey of the Austin History 
Center for helping me get some of this information and the Austin history 
center for preserving so much of the City of Austin History. 
Photo Courtesy of Historic Bridge Foundation www.historicbridgefoundation.com 

 

History and Heritage -  Continued from Page 3 

April Meeting Sponsor: 

 

C Faulkner Engineering, LP is an Austin-based engineering firm 
providing land development, public works, telecommunications and 
structural engineering services to both private and public sector clients. C 
Faulkner Engineering also provides in-house professional surveying 
services, utilizing the latest survey equipment and software available, for 
timely and accurate surveys. 
  
C Faulkner Engineering serves clients through a staff of over 50 
individuals, including twelve Texas licensed professional engineers, two 
Texas registered professional land surveyors, engineers-in-training, CAD, 
survey and information technology specialists. The people who form this 
company bring an exciting range of talent and creativity to the work they 
perform. The C Faulkner Engineering team provides clients with a 
quality-engineered product, along with a responsive and progress-oriented 
attitude. 

The professional engineering staff of C Faulkner Engineering has over 
150 years of combined experience and has provided engineering services 
for a wide variety of projects in Austin, Central Texas and the 
Southwestern United States. Our engineers are also active in professional 
societies and community activities. 

www.cfeamerica.com 
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March Briefing from the University of Texas at Austin ASCE 
Student chapter   
By Marco Guzman 
 

As always, March was a busy month for the students of UT 
ASCE.  One thing I know all students love about March is, you guessed 
it, spring break.  Spring break is the one time during the spring semester 
where we can actually forget about our many assignments for longer 
than two days. 
 We kicked off March by welcoming Carter Burgess to the UT 
campus to host our first meeting of the month.  Jerry Perales, a P.E. from 
Carter Burgess shared with us his knowledge of land development.  Our 
second meeting of the month was hosted by HNTB.  Paul Petrich was 
able to educate and answer many questions from the students about the 
proposed Trans-Texas Corridor.  We would like to thank both of our 
sponsoring companies for the month of March for their donation of time. 
 The past year has seen a dramatic improvement in our 
intramural sports programs from years past.  We ended the football 
season in the fall with a two and two record.  In March we ended our 
basketball season also with a two and two record.   We had great 
attendance at every game and came very close to making the playoffs.  
A group of engineering students making any kind of sports playoffs 
would be a great feat for ASCE.  Thus, we come down to our last hope 
with softball starting in the later part of March.  We have played one 
game so far and we did not win, but we did gain a moral victory.  We 
lost 16-12, but the 12 runs we did earned were more runs then all of our 
four games combined last season.  We are holding on to hope that we 
will turn the season around and finally get over the hump and make the 
playoffs. 
 Overall, March was a busy month for UT ASCE, not just in the 
sports area, but on many levels.  On March 23rd we hosted our annual 
camping trip with the Texas A&M ASCE chapter.  On March 29th the 
CAEE department here at UT had its annual spring banquet.  Many 
ASCE members had an integral role in the planning and hosting of the 
banquet.   
 
Please visit our website at www.ut-asce.org.  Here you will be able to 
find contact information for our chapter and keep up to data with what 
UT ASCE is doing. 
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Where is your article for the Excellence in Journalism Award 
Nomination? 
 
 The Austin Branch PR Committee is still accepting entries for the 
Texas Section 2007 award, and strongly encourages you to monitor your 
local news and nominate a story, or stories. Nominations must be 
submitted to the Texas Section ASCE by May 1st, 2007.   
 
In 1994, ASCE established the Excellence in Journalism Award to honor 
newspaper journalists for outstanding news articles that enhance public 
understanding of the role and impact of civil engineers and civil 
engineering. Nominations of regional or national general interest news 
stories are accepted in five categories: Daily and Weekly Newspapers, 
Magazines, Electronic/Web-Based News Outlets, Radio and Television.  
 
A list of this criterion is shown below and can be viewed at the following 
web link: http://www.asce.org/pressroom/honors/excel_journalism.cfm. 
The following criteria will be used in selecting nominations:  
 

·  Entries should advance public knowledge and understanding of 
civil engineers, the profession or the issues that they impact;  

·  Include knowledgeable civil engineering experts;  
·  Cover all sides of the civil engineering issue fairly;  
·  Effectively explain how the civil engineering project or issue 

impacts the community or region;  
·  Accurately describe the civil engineering project or issue; and  
·  Clearly describe the civil engineer's role (Examples: How did 

engineers contribute to the project's completion? How did 
engineers influence the positive outcome of an environmental 
issue, natural disaster or key legislation?).  

 
If your story meets the criteria above, you can submit your nomination 
directly via email to any member of the Public Relations Committee: 
Linda Barlow lbarlow@hvj.com, 
Sharon Hamilton sharon.hamilton@casengineers.com, 
Roman Grijalva roman.grijalva@earthtech.com, 
John Conquest jdconquest@mactec.com, or 
Cesar Calderon calderon@guerra.com). 
 
Please include a copy of the article/publication medium, which should 
show a minimum of the authors name, date of publication and the 
publisher’s name. Nominations must be submitted by May 1st, 2007. If 
there are any questions, you can contact any member of the Public 
Relations Committee. 
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Your Article Goes Here… 
 
Do you have an interesting topic or article that you would like to see in 
the Austin Branch ASCE Newsletter.  Well…This is your chance.  
Submit your article to Tony Buonodono, Communications Director, at 
tbuonodono@apaienv.com by the first of the month and your article 
could be here.  Possible article topics include Spotlight on an Austin 
Branch Member, Engineering in the News, or any other topic you find 
interesting. 

Courtesy of www.asce.org: 
 
Leadership Training in Government Relations Program  

 
ASCE Region 4 Governor David Dee, 
P.E., M.ASCE, (right) with Rep. Allan 
Mollohan (WV) (center) and ASDSO 
member Brian King. 

Every spring, ASCE hosts a Government Relations Leadership Training 
Program in Washington, D.C. This intensive two-day program provides 
participants with an inside look at the political process, beginning with briefings 
on the latest civil engineering issues pending in Congress. Participants then 
head to Capitol Hill to educate their Representatives and Senators on the 
issues. Anyone interested in walking the halls of Capitol Hill and learning first 
hand how policy is crafted would benefit from this program. 
 
The 2007 Leadership Training in Government Relation s Program was held 
March 7-8 at the Hotel Washington and on Capitol Hi ll.   

 
Ohio Senator George Voinovich 
(center) with ASCE members from Ohio 
participating in the Leadership Training 
Fly-In. 

Over 130 ASCE members from across the country participated in the Leadership 
Training program and heard directly from lawmakers on issues important to civil 
engineering. Senators Tom Carper (DE) and George Voinovich (OH) spoke to 
the group at a Capitol Hill breakfast about the introduction of their bill, the 
National Infrastructure Improvement Act (S. 775). The Senators also were 
recognized as Honorary Fellows of the Society. Attendees also met with over 
200 congressional offices to discuss civil engineering issues under consideration 
by congress.  
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2006-2007 OFFICERS COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

 

 

 

President 
Dale Murphy, PE 338-1704 
K Friese & Associates, Inc. 
 

President-Elect 
Kelly Barney, PE 328-0011 
Bury + Partners 

 

VP-Programs 
Julia Harrod, PE 453-0767 
Martinez Wright and Mendez, Inc. 
 

Communications Director 
Tony Buonodono, EIT 452-5905 
Alan Plummer Associates, Inc. 
 

State Director 
David  Matocha 385-3951 
Hanson Pipe and Precast 
 

Secretary 
Jamie Farris, PE 416-2567 
Texas Dept. of Transportation 
 

Treasurer 
Curtis Steger, PE 346-8181 
Holford Group - Development  

 

Younger Member Director 
Robert Scholz, PE 327-6840 
PBS&J 
 

Past President 
Saul Nuccitelli, PE 327-6840 
PBS&J 
 

 

Membership 
David Calabuig Sr., P.E. 225-1370 
 

Continuing Education 
Craig A. Chesser, EIT 338-2716 

 

Public Relations 
Linda Barlow, PE 447-9081 
 

History and Heritage 
Melinda Luna, PE 473-3200 x2396 
 

Honors 
Garabed Harutunian, PE 371-3535 
 

Corporate Sponsorship 
Clint Harris, PE                      926-6650 
 

UT Student Chapter Contact 
Brandon Hammann 328-5771 
 

EWeek / Student Outreach Committee 
Laura McKay, EIT 314-3106 
 

Website 
Dale Murphy, PE 338-1704 
 

Scholarship 
Rose Marie Klee, PE 416-2308 
 

Community Service 
Stan Hopfe, PE 416-2324 
 

Golf Tournament 
Kim Patak, P.E 451-7955 
 

Nominations 
Saul Nuccitelli, P.E., CFM 342-3291 
 

 

Newsletter Articles 
 

Do you have an article you’d like to submit 
to the Austin Branch Newsletter?  
Submissions are due by the end of the 
preceding month and should be made to the 
Communications Director, Tony Buonodono 
at tbuonodono@apaienv.com.  

Want to Get Involved? 
 

If you’d like to get involved in Austin Branch 
ASCE, please contact the chair of the 
committee you are interested in or the Branch 
President for more information.   

Update Your ASCE Contact Info 
 

The Austin Branch sends out the vast 
majority of our notices through e-mail.  If 

your email address changes, make sure and 
update it with National ASCE.  The easiest 

way to do this is on their website at 
www.asce.org/myprofile. 

 
Austin Branch  Sponsorships 

 

2007 Austin Branch sponsorships are now 
available.  Sponsors get advertising in our 
Newsletter, on our Website, or during a 
meeting, with distribution to over 900 Austin 
area engineers.  See our website 
(www.austinasce.org) for more information. 

Branch Meeting Speakers 
 

The Austin Branch is always looking for good 
presentations for our monthly meetings.  If you 
are interested in giving a technical presentation 
or have a recommendation for a presentation 
please contact our VP-Programs, Julia Harrod.  

 

 
 
 

The Austin Branch Newsletter 
is published monthly, except 
in July and August. 

Austin Branch - ASCE 
c/o Tony Buonodono 
6300 La Calma Drive 
Suite 400 
Austin, Texas 78752 

Place  
Postage  

Here 


